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❑Introduction-  Miss Smart (Y8 Achievement Leader)

❑ How is my child doing? Mrs Hurn  (Deputy Headteacher)

❑Building positive relationships; managing online presence and 
digital footprints and recognizing and responding to inappropriate or 
harmful behaviour online- Mrs Riley (Lead Teacher of RSE) and Mr 
Noakes (Lead for Learning Technologies)

IYear 8 Parents Information Evening 2026



The Year 
8 team

9 tutors

Pastoral Support Assistant- 
Ms Clarke

Achievement Leader- Miss 
Smart

SLT link- Mrs Hurn

Year 8 team



Year Group Information

❑253 students on roll

❑More males (53%) than females

❑1732 platinum awards, 4251 gold awards, 183 students finished on 96% + attendance 
and 24 students finished on 100% attendance. 

❑Class changes this year - Taught in new mixed ability groups for most subjects, but have 
been set for Maths and Science

❑ New mixed ability groups again for Y8 into Y9. They will also be set for English/RS in Year 
9 and will choose a language for Year 9 that they wish to pursue for GCSE.  



What do we want Y8 to look like?

• Aspiration - Students will be 
continuously encouraged to 'Step up' 
and become more independent

• Belonging – Feel part of the school 
community and contribute positively

• Collaboration – Working together 
supports students success

• Respect – Kindness
• Integrity – Taking ownership for 

choices, organisation and behaviour



Welcome to Tutor Time 

Our Values 

Our Code of Conduct  

KES Expectations 



Mobile phones

• Ideally would be left at home

• MUST not be used, seen or heard at any point whilst on site. This includes 
in blazer or trouser pockets. MUST be kept turned off

• If seen or heard or not kept in bag – mobiles will be confiscated and kept 
in the main office until parents or carers collect & ASD will be issued

• If this happens multiple times additional measures will be put in place 
such as a requirement to hand in the phone during the school day every 
day or confiscation over a longer period of time

• Please consider your child's access to their mobile phone and the 
groups/sites they are accessing



Focus on literacy still
Morning Registration 



All learning starts with reading. Reading is a skill and reading for 
pleasure is a fantastic habit to have!

Accelerated Reader is a programme which will give students reading 
practice needed to succeed. It works by guiding students to books at 
their appropriate reading level, then having them take computer-
based quizzes on what they've read to check comprehension. The 
program provides feedback to both students and teachers, allowing 
for personalized reading goals and progress monitoring.

Parental support with reading at home is still essential.

Reading is one of the most important factors influencing academic 
achievement.

Average reading 
age for Year 8 is 13 

years old

1 in 3 children said 
they read in their 

own time

Accelerated Reader



How is my child doing? – Mrs Hurn

Moving from primary to secondary school brings significant changes. 
Students have more teachers, study a wider range of subjects and are 
expected to become increasingly independent. As a result, 
understanding how your child is progressing can sometimes feel less 
straightforward than it did in primary school.

What can does this mean?

• More subjects and more teachers
• Greater emphasis on independence and organisation
• Increased expectations around homework and self-study
• Different assessment methods across subjects
• More opportunities, but also more demands on time
• Attendance and behaviour have an even greater impact on progress



Our ambition at KES

At King Edward VI School, Lichfield we want everyone to develop to their full potential; it is our job to 
enable students to leave us as confident, life-long learners who have a strong sense of responsibility 
for themselves and for others. Our students are to become global citizens who are able to thrive and 
play an active part in creating a society based on tolerance, sustainability and enthusiasm

Curriculum Overview - King Edward VI

There is so much more to our offering than lessons inside a classroom
Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf

https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/home/curriculum/curriculum-overview/
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/home/curriculum/curriculum-overview/
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/home/curriculum/curriculum-overview/
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf
https://www.keslichfield.org.uk/assets/Documents/Attachments/Extra-Curricular-Clubs-Autumn-2026.pdf


The Conundrum

How do we let students know how they are getting 
on? 

……without focusing on grades!

How do we let parents and carers know how their 
child is getting on?



Reading Ages

The New Group Reading Test is a 30 minute 
digitally adaptive assessment that students 
sat in Y7

Some students will have a reading 
age of 17 years +

There will be students with a reading 

age of 9 years



Year 7 & Year 8 = The Training Ground

• Building a solid foundation

• Settling in stage, developing those independent 
skills. 

• Growing in confidence – taking responsibility

• Meeting new friends

• Trying new experiences

• Learning the key skills and knowledge required at 
GCSE

• Not focused on grades



Feedback To Students - progress

• Feedback in their books/on their work 
(EBI, WWW). Green pen self reflection. 

• End of topic assessments % with WWW and 
EBI

•Reports indicate Above, on or below where 
they should be in relation to target

•Oral feedback in class



Feedback To Parents & Carers

•Via your child’s book

•Parents’ Evening - 30 November and 1 
December
•Ongoing praise and behaviour logs on 

GO4Schools

•End of year report – June 2027



GO 4 Schools



GO 4 Schools

Behaviour data
• Positive logs

o Bronze
o Silver
o Gold
o Platinum

• Negative logs
o Lates
o Uniform
o Disruption
o Behaviour out of lessons
o Lesson Exit
o Mobile phone used, seen heard We make no apology for having high expectations. 

Seemingly small things make a big difference. High 

standards, coupled with the right support, help students 

achieve their full potential.



Attendance – Every lesson counts. Every day counts

Attendance Time Missed in a Year

100% No learning missed

95% About 10 days (2 weeks – 50 hours)

90% About 20 days (4 weeks – 100 hours)

85% About 30 days (6  weeks – 150 hours)

The Evidence

•Students with higher attendance achieve better outcomes across all subjects. 

•Students who miss 2-4 weeks of school in Year 11 have only half the chance of achieving a Grade 5 in English 

and Maths compared with similar students who attend regularly. 

Our Message

•We expect students to attend school every day unless they are genuinely unwell.

•Good attendance supports achievement, wellbeing, friendships and future opportunities.

•We will work closely with families to remove barriers and ensure every student is in school, on time, and ready to 
learn.

Regular attendance is one of the biggest 
factors influencing a student's success at 
secondary school. Every lesson builds on 
prior learning, and missing school means 
missing essential teaching, practice, 
discussion and support.



How Are academic Targets Set?



FFT Estimates

FFT (Family Fischer 
Trust) data is used by 

schools to help set 
challenging but realistic 
targets for students. It 
compares a student's 
prior attainment (KS2) 

with the progress made 
by similar students 

nationally and provides 
an estimate of what they 

may achieve in the 
future.



Expected Progress

9 9 9 9 9

8 8 8 8 8

7 7 7 7 7

6 6 6 6 6

5 5 5 5 5

4 4 4 4 4

3 3 3 3 3

2 2 2 2 2
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Year 8 Report



Progress

This was the progress for a student who got 120/120 
in their KS2 exams: 



Approach To Learning

Excellent​
“goes above and beyond”​

Good​
“meets expectations”​

Inconsistent​
“variable effort”​

Poor​
“makes little, if any 

effort”

Exemplary approach to 
work, is highly self-

motivated. Goes above 
and beyond in lessons 
and completes home 

learning to a high 
standard, embraces 

challenging 
tasks. Encourages the 

views and opinions 
of others and supports 

peers with their learning.

Good approach to work, 
is self-motivated. Works 

well in lessons 
and completes home 

learning to the required 
standard, is willing 

to attempt 
challenging tasks. Open 

to the views and opinions 
of others and works well 

with their peers.​

Sometimes lacks self-
motivation and has an 

inconsistent 
approach to lessons and 
home learning. Doesn't 

always engage 
effectively with the views 
and opinions of others.​

Lacks self-motivation, 
doesn’t engage well in 

lessons and rarely if 
ever completes home 

learning. Can 
be inconsiderate of the 
views and opinions of 

others.​
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Year 8 PSHE programme

Term One Term Two Term Three

Careers Health Citizenship

• Target Setting
• Employability

• Exercise
• First Aid
• Germs
• Blood and Organ Transplants

• Rights and responsibilities 
• UK Justice System – How Laws are made. 
• Police Powers
• Youth Courts
• Adult Courts 
• Prisons
• Managing risk – Open Water. 

Relationships

• Friendships and fallouts. 

Internet Harms

• Self esteem and body image. 
• Digital Wellbeing
• Sharing Images
• Grooming and Sextortion. 
• Sharing Information
• Online influences – advertising.



New RSE and Health Statutory Guidance 2026

Designed to help children and young people make informed and ethical decisions about their 
wellbeing, health and relationships, prepare them for the opportunities and responsibilities 
of adult life, and promote their moral, social, mental and physical development.

1. Practical Relationship Skills

Students need to understand what we mean by healthy and unhealthy relationships and be 
taught the skills to:

• Recognise and respond to boundaries respectfully
• Navigate disagreements & sensitive discussions
• End friendships or relationships with kindness

• Manage the difficult feelings a breakup or disagreement can bring

• Seek support if a relationship becomes unsafe

https://us.list-manage.com/19cIRCkO6bI?e=81eff31ae7&c2id=7337690740243fe674ace44c7ddee211&m=rleyFDKJsAPNfccAV_5gfuOCS9vkDOs8N3QxfVHQcDAoN0O9qBjmyL2hG-ZK


Navigating relationships and friendships online

Helping children to 
recognise unhealthy 
relationships at a time in 
their life when 
relationships outside of 
the family are becoming 
increasingly influential. 



Which apps are young people today using to communicate? 

•Snapchat: disappearing messages, private 
stories, group chats
•WhatsApp: large group chats, forwarded 

videos/images, statuses
•TikTok & Instagram: public and private content
•Anonymous apps (e.g. Calculator Pro+, Telegram 

etc)
Secret Messaging Apps: Top 20+ for Parents to Know in 2025 | Findmykids

https://findmykids.org/blog/en/secret-messaging-apps


How we respond proactively- PSHE programme

Term One Term Two Term Three

Careers Health Citizenship

• Target Setting
• Employability

• Exercise
• First Aid
• Germs
• Blood and Organ Transplants

• Rights and responsibilities 
• UK Justice System – How Laws are made. 
• Police Powers
• Youth Courts
• Adult Courts 
• Prisons
• Managing risk – Open Water. 

Relationships

• Friendships and fallouts. 

Internet Harms

• Self esteem and body image. 
• Digital Wellbeing
• Sharing Images
• Grooming and Sextortion. 
• Sharing Information
• Online influences – advertising.



10. Cyberbullying 

10.1 The school has a zero-tolerance approach to cyberbullying. 

10.4 In accordance with the Education Act 2011, the school has the right 
to examine and delete files from students’ personal devices, e.g. mobiles 
phones, where there is good reason to do so. This power applies to all 
schools and there is no need to have parental consent to search through 
a young person’s mobile phone. 

10.9 Parents/carers must ensure that they are monitoring their child’s 
electronic devices and social media accounts regularly. 

How we respond reactively- Anti-bullying policy



What you can do as parents

•Watch out for behavioural changes.
• Talk to your child.
• Look at their phone together.
•Discuss the apps, how can they make themselves 

safer and why they should want to.
•Use parental controls.
•Remind your child that they don’t have to share 

everything.
Parent's Guide to Making SnapChat Safe for Teens | Tech Lockdown

https://www.techlockdown.com/guides/snapchat-parents-guide


Where to get support - School Website



Online Safety Links



AI Information



Social Media Advice Hub



❑Year 8 Science Trip: 6th October – please 
ensure students are on site by 8.15am 
ready to depart by 8.30am

❑Year 8 parents’ evening: 30th November 
and 1st December online

❑Annual report, with a comment from each 
subject, available on GO 4 Schools from 
the end of June 2027

Key Dates



THANK YOU!

Feedback
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