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❑Introduction-  Miss Thomas (Achievement Leader)

❑Student progress-  Mr Shaw (Assistant Headteacher)

❑Building positive relationships; managing online presence 
and digital footprints and recognizing and responding to 
inappropriate or harmful behaviour online- Ms Baggott 
(Head of PSHE), Mrs Riley (Head of RSE) and Mr Noakes (Lead 
for Learning Technologies)

IYear 8 Parents Information Evening 2025



The Year 
8 team

Achievement Leader- Miss 
Thomas

Pastoral Support Assistant- 
Miss Redmond

SLT link- Mr Larkin

The 9 tutors

The Year 8 team



Year Group Context

❑254 students on roll

❑36 more males than females

❑Largest number of SEN and pupil premium students

❑1487 platinum awards, 4262 gold awards, 196 students finished on 96% + attendance 
and 26 students finished on 100% attendance. 

❑Taught in new mixed ability groups for most subjects, but have been set for Maths and 
Science

❑ New mixed ability groups again for Y8 into Y9. They will also be set for English/RS in Year 
9 and will choose a language for Year 9 that they wish to pursue for GCSE.  



Focus on literacy still
Morning Registration 



All learning starts with reading. Reading is a skill and 
reading for pleasure is a fantastic habit to have!

Accelerated Reader is a programme which will give students 
reading practice needed to succeed. It works by guiding 
students to books at their appropriate reading level, then 
having them take computer-based quizzes on what they've 
read to check comprehension. The program provides 
feedback to both students and teachers, allowing for 
personalized reading goals and progress monitoring.

Parental support with reading at home is still essential.

Average reading 
age for Year 8 is 13 

years old

49 students in this 
year group have a 
reading age below 

11 years old

1 in 3 children said 
they read in their 

own time

Accelerated Reader



Student Progress – Mr Shaw



A Conundrum



Year 8 History – 8ZC

We love 
History



The Conundrum

How do I let students know how 
they are getting on? 

……without focusing on grades!

How do I let parents and carers 
know how their child is getting on?



Background Information– Mixed Ability Group

•Prior Attainment

•Reading Ages

•SEND

•Social Context

•Female/Male 



Prior Attainment – KS2

KS2 range from 117 to 96 (out of 120)

•9 HPA students (110+)

•15 MPA students (100 – 109)

•  2 LPA students (80 – 99)

•  1 ‘unknown’ student



Prior Attainment – Year 7 History

•3 students ‘above’ where expected 

•14 students ‘achieving’ where expected

•  9 students ‘working towards’ where expected

•  2 students working ‘below’ where expected



Reading Ages

The New Group Reading Test is a 30 
minute digitally adaptive assessment 
that students sat in Y7.

3 students have a reading age of 
17 years +.

3 students have a reading age of 
9 years.



SEND/Social Context

3 students are SEN Support

1 student has 25% extra time 

1 student is from a military 
background

4 students are from a more 
socially challenging background



The Female/Male Balance

Less females (13) than males (15)

No. %

Male 138 55

Female 114 45



Year 7 & Year 8 = The Training 
Ground

•Settling in stage

•Meeting new friends

•Trying new experiences

•Learning the key skills and 
knowledge required at GCSE

•Not focused on grades



Feedback To Students

How do I let students know how they 
are getting on…….avoiding grades? 

•Feedback in their books (EBI, WWW)

•End of topic assessments
   (Above, On, Below……where they   
     should be)



Feedback To Parents & Carers

How do I feedback to parents 
…….avoiding grades? 

•Via their child’s book

•Parents’ Evening 
   24th & 25th November (on-line)

•End of year report



GO 4 Schools



Year 7 Reports & FFT Estimates



Year 7 Report



Approach To Learning

Excellent​
“goes above and beyond”​

Good​
“meets expectations”​

Inconsistent​
“variable effort”​

Poor​
“makes little, if any 

effort”

Exemplary approach to 
work, is highly self-

motivated. Goes above 
and beyond in lessons 
and completes home 

learning to a high 
standard, embraces 

challenging 
tasks. Encourages the 

views and opinions 
of others and supports 

peers with their learning.

Good approach to work, 
is self-motivated. Works 

well in lessons 
and completes home 

learning to the required 
standard, is willing 

to attempt 
challenging tasks. Open 

to the views and opinions 
of others and works well 

with their peers.​

Sometimes lacks self-
motivation and has an 

inconsistent 
approach to lessons and 
home learning. Doesn't 

always engage 
effectively with the views 

and opinions of others.​

Lacks self-motivation, 
doesn’t engage well in 

lessons and rarely if 
ever completes home 

learning. Can 
be inconsiderate of the 
views and opinions of 

others.​



Fischer Family Trust (FFT)



How Are Targets Set?
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FFT Estimates

Date of Birth

CONTEXT



FFT Estimates
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The Conundrum
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Approach To Learning

This was the progress for a student who got 120/120 
in their KS2 exams: 



Fischer Family Trust (FFT)



Student Progress



The Conundrum



Looking Ahead

We are currently reviewing 
how we report on progress 
in Y7 and Y8.

More details to follow……
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Positive 
Relationships 

and Online 
Safety

Ms R Baggott, 
Mrs Riley, Mr 

Noakes



Where This Content is Being Shared? 

•Snapchat: disappearing messages, private 
stories, group chats
•WhatsApp: large group chats, forwarded 

videos/images, statuses
•TikTok & Instagram: public and private content
•Anonymous apps (e.g. Calculator Pro+, Telegram 

etc)
Secret Messaging Apps: Top 20+ for Parents to Know in 2025 | Findmykids

https://findmykids.org/blog/en/secret-messaging-apps


How we respond proactively- PSHE programme



10. Cyberbullying 

10.1 The school has a zero-tolerance approach to cyberbullying. 

10.4 In accordance with the Education Act 2011, the school has the right 
to examine and delete files from students’ personal devices, e.g. mobiles 
phones, where there is good reason to do so. This power applies to all 
schools and there is no need to have parental consent to search through 
a young person’s mobile phone. 

10.9 Parents/carers must ensure that they are monitoring their child’s 
electronic devices and social media accounts regularly. 

How we respond reactively- Anti-bullying policy



What you can do as parents

•Watch out for behavioural changes.

• Talk to your child.

• Look at their phone together.

•Discuss the apps, how can they make themselves safer 
and why they should want to.

•Use parental controls.

•Remind your child that they don’t have to share 
everything.Parent's Guide to Making SnapChat Safe for Teens | Tech Lockdown

https://www.techlockdown.com/guides/snapchat-parents-guide


Where to get support - School Website



Online Safety Links



AI Information



Social Media Advice Hub



❑Year 8 Science Trip 10th October 

❑Year 8 parents’ evening is on 24th and 25th 
November 2025 via Teams

❑Annual report, with a comment from each 
subject, available on GO 4 Schools from the 
end of June 2026

Key Dates



THANK YOU

Feedback
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