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Tuesday 14th October 2025
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This evening will include: 

Mr D Kelly
Achievement Leader for Y11

• Welcome and outline for the evening​
• Key Dates for Year 11​

Miss K Hinz
Assistant Headteacher

• Sixth Form entry criteria

Mrs K Baker
Careers Advisor

• Next steps for Post 16 - including attending Open 
Evenings

• Making applications and the importance of back-up 
plans​

Mr D Kelly
Achievement Leader for Y11

• Trial Exams in December 2025
• Student voice feedback
• Revision booklet – tips and guidance 
• An introduction to emotion coaching

Mr D Kelly / Miss K Hinz
Achievement Leader for Y11 / 
Assistant Headteacher

• Questions and Feedback​

Copies of all slides will be shared electronically after tonight’s presentation



Key Dates

Event Date
Year 11 Subject Evenings 22nd October & 23rd October 

2025 (Online)

Sixth Form Open Evening 6th November 2025 - 6-8pm

Year 11 Trial Examinations 1st December – 17th December 2025

Meadowhall Trip 18th December 2025

MFL Speaking Final Examinations W/C 14th April 2026

GCSE Examinations 7th May – 15th June 2026

Contingency Day 25th June 2026

Leavers Assembly / Prom 18th June 2026

GCSE Results Day 20th August 2026



Sixth Form – Why choose KES?

qStrong Sixth form community

qOpportunity to develop leadership skills, especially through house system

qChance to be involved in the wider community

qUniversity Masterclasses

qOpportunity to take part in plays, musicals, sporting activities, trips, debating, young enterprise, 
Duke of Edinburgh Award

qWide range of subject choices – Level 3 / A-Level

q Consistently good results – 52% 2025 – A*-B

qSupport with university applications – 79% secured first choice.

qOpportunity for additional qualifications such as EPQ and Core Maths



Entry Criteria

Our Approach

qThe focus for students in King Edward VI School sixth form will be the 
successful completion of three courses (or the equivalent of 3 courses) 
over two years. 

q Option to study 4 A-levels  50+/ Core Maths / Young Enterprise.

qStudents’ course combinations will be guided by their GCSE results.



Sixth Form – Entry Criteria

Admission to Year 12 is subject to students meeting the following minimum 
entry requirements ​.

1. Gaining a minimum of 33 points from the student’s 7 best GCSE results 
which must include English (Language and/or Literature) and Maths at 
Grade 4 or above

2. Meeting each of the subject specific entry requirements that are outlined 
on each subject page. For example, students are also expected to have at 
least a grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics to study A level Mathematics



General Entry Requirements

Calculating your Point Score

q Points have the same numerical value as the grade achieved. E.g., Grade 5 = 
5 points

q Combined Science GCSE counts as two GCSEs and the two grades should be 
combined. E.g. a 7/6 would be 13 points

q For students who have studied other Level 2 equivalent courses the 
following conversions should be used:

GCSE Grade BTEC/Cache or equivalent grade Points score

9 9

8 Level 2 Distinction* 8

7 Level 2 Distinction 7

6 6

5 Level 2 Merit 5

4 Level 2 Pass 4

3 Level 1 Distinction 3

2 Level 1 Merit 2

1 Level 1 Pass 1



Task – Would each of these students meet the entry criteria for sixth form? 

What would be each students score from their best 7 subjects?

Student A

GCSE Maths  6

GCSE English Language 6

GCSE English Literature 5

GCSE Geography 7

GCSE Music 5

GCSE French 6

GCSE Chemistry 5

GCSE Physics 7

GCSE Biology 7

GCSE RE 6

Student B

GCSE Maths  4

GCSE English Language 3

GCSE English Literature 3

GCSE History 4

GCSE Art 5

GCSE Design 5

Combined Science 4/4

GCSE RE 4



Calculating your best score - Task

Student A

GCSE Maths 6

GCSE English Language 6

GCSE English Literature 5

GCSE Geography 7

GCSE Music 5

GCSE French 6

GCSE Chemistry 5

GCSE Physics 7

GCSE Biology 7

GCSE RE 6

Total points = 45

Student B

GCSE Maths 4

GCSE English Language 3

GCSE English Literature 3

GCSE History 4

GCSE Art 5

GCSE Design 5

Combined Science 4/4

GCSE RE 4

Total points = 30



Entry Requirements

In addition to the entry criteria for the sixth form, students should 
consider the subject specific entry criteria. Examples include: 

q Grade 6 in two sciences for Biology, Chemistry & Physics

q Grade 6 in English Language & Literature for both courses

q Two grades 6’s in Science, 5 in English and Maths for Psychology

q Recommend at least a 6 at GCSE in the subject you’re taking



Next Steps

• Book tickets via Eventbrite – 17th Oct 

• Open Evening – Thursday 6th Nov

• 3rd Nov  - Year 11 subject information week in lessons

• 3rd Nov – Prospectus released on website

• 7th Nov – Applications will be available online



Sixth Form Open Evening

Book tickets 
via Eventbrite 
from 17th Oct 

2025



Work Experience



Flashback to Y10 Work Experience Week 2025

5 Days
157 Students

147 Employers
An overwhelming amount 

of positive feedback!
Thank You for your support



Y10 Work Experience Week 2025



Y10 Work Experience Week 2025



Y10 Work Experience Week 2025



Year 11 Careers 
 • Open Days

• Applications
• What if…?

• Anything else!
• Student drop-in 

sessions

careers@keslichfield.org.uk

mailto:careers@keslichfield.org.uk
mailto:careers@keslichfield.org.uk


College Open Events
 

All campuses including Sutton Coldfield College
Saturday 18th October – 10am to 1pm

Open Events - Whats On - Birmingham Metropolitan College

Lichfield, Tamworth, Cannock, Rodbaston and TORC Colleges
Saturday 22nd November – 10am to 1pm
Open days – South Staffordshire College

Saturday 18th October 2024 – 10am to 2pm
Homepage | Walsall College

Stafford College
Thursday 23rd October – 5:30pm to 8pm

Stafford Open Event | NSCG

Town Centre Campus
Monday 24th November – 5pm to 7pm

Open Day - Monday 24th November 2025

 Saturday 22nd November – 10am – 2pm
Enquiry form

https://www.bmet.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.bmet.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.bmet.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.bmet.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.bmet.ac.uk/open-events/
https://www.southstaffs.ac.uk/open-days/?_gl=1*yar16h*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTYwNzUyMzI3MC4xNzU5MjI3Njky*_ga_774GB9XBET*czE3NTkyMjc2OTIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTkyMjc2OTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.southstaffs.ac.uk/open-days/?_gl=1*yar16h*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTYwNzUyMzI3MC4xNzU5MjI3Njky*_ga_774GB9XBET*czE3NTkyMjc2OTIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTkyMjc2OTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.southstaffs.ac.uk/open-days/?_gl=1*yar16h*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTYwNzUyMzI3MC4xNzU5MjI3Njky*_ga_774GB9XBET*czE3NTkyMjc2OTIkbzEkZzAkdDE3NTkyMjc2OTIkajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.walsallcollege.ac.uk/
https://nscg.ac.uk/news-and-events/stafford-open-event
https://www.bsdc.ac.uk/events/1342-bsdc-open-day-saturday-11th-october-2
https://www.bsdc.ac.uk/events/1342-bsdc-open-day-saturday-11th-october-2
https://www.bsdc.ac.uk/events/1342-bsdc-open-day-saturday-11th-october-2
https://www.ucb.ac.uk/open-days/college-and-sixth-form-open-days/enquiry-form/


Student Voice 
Feedback



215 students completed 
the survey across all Year 
10 form groups.

87% of year group.

92% of students said 
they enjoyed school at 
least some of the time.



60% of students felt 
their teachers helped 
them to do their best at 
least most of the time.

9% of students felt this 
happened in very few 
or none of their 
lessons.

68% of students felt 
that their teachers give 
them work that 
challenges them in at 
least most of their 
lessons.

Less than 5% of 
students did not feel 
this was happening 
(very few/none).



91% of students enjoy 
learning at school at 
least some of the time.

9% of students do not 
enjoy learning here 
(almost never/never).

58% of students 
feel that teachers 
listen to what they 
have to say in 
lessons.

7% of students 
either disagreed or 
strongly disagreed.



85% of students felt that 
their trial exams were 
useful and helped 
prepare them for their 
GCSEs.

Just 3% of students did 
not.

Just 56% of students 
felt there was enough 
support to help prepare 
them for their trial 
exams.

9% disagreed or 
strongly disagreed.



Q10 supporting comments

I think teachers should have provided more worksheets for us to do as revision.
Revision at lunchtimes that’s optional.
If some teachers were clearer on what to revise and how to revise.
More revision sessions.
More past papers given to us.
Less homework to do leading up to the mock exams so we can have maximum revision time.
More feedback on my mocks and how I can improve and where I need to improve.
I would have liked more topic lists sent to help me know exactly what I need to revise and links to places 
that I can get practice questions and papers from. I would especially like more time to practice answering 
questions in subjects like English.



Exams



Year 11 Exams

qThe Year 11 trial exams will take place between Monday 1st December to 
Wednesday 17th December 2025.

qExam timetables have now been finalised and will be shared with students 
and parents/carers imminently. 

5 reasons why trial exams matter:

1. Simulating real exam conditions
2. Identifying strengths and weaknesses
3. Identifying effective revision strategies
4. Building confidence and reducing exam anxiety
5. Receiving feedback



How can students revise more effectively?

• A key aim for all students in the 
run up to their trial exams is 
the effective use of revision 
time.

• Students need to work smartly 
as well as working hard.

• All students are different, but 
the following nine tips are based 
on scientific studies of memory 
and knowledge recall 
techniques.



Tip 1 – Small, short chunks

• Revision periods should be 
broken down into small, short 
chunks.

• If a student's concentration span 
is 30 minutes, then revising for 
longer periods should be 
avoided.

• Breaking revision periods down 
to small, short chunks allows 
brain breaks and helps maintain 
motivation.



Tip 2 – Set aside time for revision

• All students should consider 
producing a revision timetable for 
each week.

• Ask them to show you their plan for 
the week ahead and help them to 
keep to it.

• Add on extra-curricular activities and 
ensure that students maintain a 
work/life balance.

• Making a more conservative plan and 
sticking to it will have a more positive 
effect than creating an unrealistic plan 
and not keeping to it.



Tip 3 – Use active revision techniques

• Students should not simply read 
and highlight long passages of 
text.

• They must employ an active 
revision technique to check the 
knowledge has been 
remembered, rather than just 
read.

• Flashcards are proven to be 
highly effective, though other 
techniques may be preferred.



Tip 4 – Set a goal for each session

• Students should clearly identify 
what it is they will be revising in 
each session.

• Topics should be broken down 
to subtopics, and each revision 
session should have a clear goal 
linked to these.

• Students should focus on topics 
they are least confident on first and 
leave topics they are more 
comfortable with until later.

• Use a traffic-light system to 
identify weaknesses.



Tip 5 - learn to teach

• Encourage your son/daughter to 
teach you a concept or topic 
they have struggled with.

• This process is proven to embed 
the knowledge deeper in their 
memory and strengthen their 
overall understanding.

• For some students, the practice 
or speaking about a topic rather 
than just writing about it will be 
highly valuable.



Tip 6 – Practice assessments

• Students must learn the key 
content for each subject, but they 
should never lose sight on how 
they will be assessed on this 
knowledge.

• Completing practice assessments, 
or just parts of practices 
assessments, will test their ability 
to apply their knowledge, rather 
than just recall it.

• Any practice assessments must be 
attempted under exam conditions; 
timed, with no notes.



Tip 7 – Space to study

• Students should have a 
designated space to study, clear 
from clutter and properly 
resourced.

• The library is open until 4:30pm 
each day and my room (Room 
61) is free during most 
lunchtimes.



Tip 8  - Avoid music

• Numerous studies have shown 
that students should not listen 
to music when they are actively 
trying to learn information.

• Students can listen to music 
when they are creating their 
resources, if this will help 
motivate them.



Tip 9 – Put away the phone!

• Or at least encourage your 
son/daughter to put it on 
airplane mode.

• Some apps and YouTube clips 
are very useful for revision, 
but notifications must be muted 
to ensure full attention.



Student Revision Booklet

q 16-page booklet
q Students will receive a hardcopy 
q A PDF will be uploaded onto the school website for parents/carers

What is included: 
q A copy of the exam timetable
q Managing exam stress
q How families can help with independent study
q Exam boards with links for each subject
q Overview of course information covered in each trial exam for different 

subjects
q How to revise – with providing examples
q Online revision resources with links



Emotion Coaching



Emotions

We all have emotions, and they are hardwired for our survival 

Emotion Coaching works with the anatomy and physiology of brains to support the 
development of emotional regulation. 

@emotioncoachinguk

Distress Fear Anger Surprise Disgust Joy



Why Do Emotion Coaching?

Emotion Coaching is an Evidence-based Strategy based upon the work of John Gottman and colleagues

Children are better able to:

q Control their impulses

q Delay gratification

q Self soothe when upset

q Pay attention 

Emotion Coached Children: 

q Achieve more academically in school

q Are more popular

q Have fewer behavioural problems

q Have fewer infectious illnesses

q Are more emotionally stable

q Are more resilient 
(Gottman et al, 1996)

@emotioncoachinguk



What is Emotion Coaching?

EC helps children to understand the different emotions they experience, why they occur 
and how to handle them. (Gottman and Declaire 1997) 

@emotioncoachinguk

Step One: 
Recognising the child’s feelings and 

empathising with them

Step Two: 
Validating their feelings and labelling them

Step Three: 
Setting limits on behaviour (if needed)

Step Four: 
Problem-solving with the child 



Emotion coaching workshop

On Thursday 4th December we will be hosting another session of our popular 
Emotion Coaching Workshop, which is open to all parents and carers.  

The session will look at helping you to understand the adolescent brain a 

little better and hopefully leave you with some strategies for dealing with the 
emotional ups and downs of the teenage years.  

The workshop will run from 9.45-11.45am and a link to sign up for the event 
will be sent out after half-term.

Mrs Keely Baker and Mrs Katie Russell
Lead Teachers for Relationships, Rewards and Leadership



Feedback

Thank you for 
attending tonight.

Please could you 
take a moment to 

share your 
feedback.
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