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“With us it ain’t like that. We got a future. We got somebody to talk to that gives
a damn about us.”
“She smiled archly and twitched her body. "Nobody can't blame a person for lookin'," she said.”
"Curley's fist was swinging when Lennie
reached for it. The next minute Curley was flopping like a fish on a line.”
"…You go on get outta my room. I ain’t wanted in the bunk house, and you ain’t wanted in my room." "Why ain’t you
wanted?" Lennie asked. "’Cause I’m black…"

“And when they were gone, Candy squatted down in the hay and watched the face of
Curley's wife. "Poor bastard," he said softly.”
“Lennie said, "I thought you was mad at me, George."

"No," said George. "No, Lennie, I ain't mad. I never been mad, and I ain' now. That's a thing I want ya to know."
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	Steinbeck’s Literary Devices
	The Meaning of the Title

	
Simile
	"Slowly, like a terrier who doesn't want to bring a ball to its master, Lennie
approached, drew back." (p9)
	The title of the book is derived from a poem by the 18th Century Scottish poet: Robert Burns.
In the poem, a mouse carefully builds a nest in a wheatfield, yet it is destroyed when the field is ploughed. The mouse had looked forward to a comfortable and prosperous future, only to have its dreams crushed – much like George and Lennie. It is written in a Scottish dialect:

The best laid schemes o' mice an' men Gang aft a-gley,
An' lea'e us nought but grief an' pain, For promised joy!

	
Personification
	"The sycamore leaves whispered in a little night breeze." (p16).
	

	
Metaphor
	"Lennie covered his face with huge paws and bleated with terror." (p63)
	

	
Foreshadowing
	The shooting of Candy’s dog foreshadows the shooting of Lennie. Lennie killing animals foreshadows him killing people.
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Themes & context

Of Mice and Men — key knowledge

Steinbeck encourages usto empathise with the plightof migrant
workers during the Great Depression.

The American Dream i hown to b8 Impossile:reality dafests
idestism.

Quotations

Ci. “Guys Thke ws, that workon ranches, are the loneliest guys n the world They
9ot no family. They don'tbelong no place. .. "

The novella xplores the human nsad for companionship 3nd the
eragedy of lonaliness.

G Ever'body wants a lidl piece of lan Tread plenty of books out here.
Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land.”

Stainback revesis the predatory nature of mankind:the
povierles ae targated by the powerful.

‘Stainback sxplores ths tension betwasn tha inewtabilityof fate
2nd the fragltyof human dreams

G A silent head and beak lanced down and plucked tout by the head, and e
beak swallowed the little snake whil is ail waved frantically.

G We wouldst ask nobody ffwe could Jus'say, We'llgo to her,”an'we would

The prejudices of 19305 Amarica re exposed, ncluding racism,
sexism and ageism.

The novellais =n indictment of the way society trests e
dispossessed.

'C5. nd the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache Jor
attention were all gone from her face. She was very pretty and simple, and her
 face was sweet and young.

G Tought to of shot that dog mysel, George. Ishouldrt of ought olet no

— | sreger siost my dog”
T [e et George wnd Lenwie in a0 idylic. netural sering.
They discuss their dream of fresdom & self-sufficiency. Characters
7| They rrive tthe ranch and the claustrophobic George Frustrated, devoted, a dreamer
bunkhouse, where e re ntroduced to Candy,the boss, e emassmh =
AT Lenni childiike, ing, physically powerful
3| Candy'’s dog i shotby Carlson. Candy 15 ble tofance | | Candy. unloved, an outcast, aging
the dream. Curley stesces Lennie. Curley ‘inseaure, unmerdiful, jealous
& [ Set n Crooks' ramshackle shed. Lenie and Carleys Wie | | Curley’s Wife | a seductive temptress, objectified, lonely, nameless
P Crooks avisit Croohs ynical, proud, isolated
5[ nthe barn. Curley’s Wik = lled by Lenmie wnd omvie | 35
escapes. Carlson
€| Back down by the iver! Georss shoots Lennie. The

dresm is desd.





