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Introductions and Welcome
• Introduction to the courses in Maths, English,
and Science: how are they structured? What
will students study? When will they be
examined? What will the questions look like?
• Revision and support in school
• Revision ideas for at home

A dripping tap
• It is better to revise little and often, if you try
to cram at the last minute much of what you
are trying to remember will ‘splash’ out.

English – An introduction to the course
• Two GCSEs – English Language and English Literature
• GCSE English Language will now be assessed 100% by
examinations. Students will sit two 1 hour 45 minute exams at the
end of their GCSE in May/June 2018.
• GCSE English Literature will also be assessed by 100%
examinations. Students will sit a 1 hour 45 minute examination and
another 2 hour 15 minute examination at the end of the GCSEs.
• Exams in Summer 2018 (Year 11)
• Students will have regular assessments every 6 weeks which will
prepare them for a different section of the exams.
• Speaking and Listening will still be assessed but will not count
towards the overall GCSE mark. It will be given a pass, merit or
distinction and noted on the awarding body’s certificate.

English Exam questions
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4 exams – 2 for Language and 2 for Literature
English Language
Paper 1 Section A – the reading section will ask them to read an extract from a novel
and answer four questions on the text.
Paper 1 Section B – will ask them to produce either a piece of narrative or descriptive
writing.
Paper 2 Section A – the reading section will ask students to read two non-fiction texts
(one will be modern and one will be a 19th century text).
Paper 1 Section B – will ask them to produce a piece of transactional writing: Letters,
formal and informal; reports; articles; leaflets; speeches; reviews.
English Literature
Paper 1 – they will answer questions on a Shakespeare text and a Victorian novel. Each
question will ask them to focus first on an extract from the text and then on their
knowledge of the whole text.
Paper 2 – they will answer an essay question on a modern drama text; they will then
compare two poems from the anthology that they have studied and will then analyse
an unseen poem which will be printed on the exam paper and compare it with another
unseen poem.

Next steps
• The focus throughout the GCSE course will be upon
regular assessments (every 6/7 weeks) that prepare
students for their GCSE examinations.
• Students should be focused on achieving the best
possible marks they can in these assessments as they
can be viewed as rehearsals for their GCSE exams.
• They should then work towards consolidating their
understanding of the different exam questions they
will have to answer and the range of different exam
techniques they will need to use to be able to do this
successfully.

Revision resources in school
• Exam papers shared and discussed in lessons.
• Drop-in sessions with teachers
• AQA materials available through Switch
(Learning Platform)
• Revision guides will be recommended and will
be made available to buy through Parent pay
in year 11.

Resources that can be accessed
outside of school
• Revision guides/workbooks
York Notes/ CGP guides
• Websites - GCSE Bitesize, Podcast
revision, shmoop for Literature.

What parents can do to help
• Talk about the course with students
• Ask them about materials which they are reading:
Get a news article on the BBC website, ask them
to summarise, identify facts and opinions and
then to compare it with other texts that they
have read.
• Encourage students to read through their own
work to identify mistakes.
• Read the Literature set texts and discuss them
with students.
• Provide access to media versions of the text.

Maths – An introduction to the course
• The mathematics GCSE is a linear course.
• We follow the AQA linear B 8300 specification
• There is no coursework
• There are three exam papers, one non-calculator and
two calculator papers, all at the end of the course.

• All sets will be examined in Summer 2018.
• Year 10 – students will sit a ‘mock’ exam at Easter
to assess their progress on the course. Tier entry
adjustments may be made at this time.

3 examinations all equally
weighted,
all 1 hour and half in length

1 non-calculator paper and
2 calculator papers

Foundation – grades 1 – 5

Higher – grades 4 - 9

Maths Exam questions
• Problem solving is a major part of the GCSE and one of
the biggest challenges for our students. Most questions
are now given in context rather than just testing a skill.
• Old: Which has the greater perimeter an equilateral
triangle of side 10cm or a circle of diameter 10cm?
• New: Is the statement below always true, sometimes
true or never true?
– The circumference of a circle of diameter 10 cm is greater
than the perimeter of a triangle with a base 10 cm.

Equipment and competency
• Scientific calculator – All students must have
one and need to be able to use it.
• Ruler – Preferably 30cm.
• Compass and protractor – As above all
students need them and need to practise
using them at home.

Revision resources in school
• Foundation/Higher tier past papers are available
online and will be given to students in Y11.
• Lunchtime drop-in sessions with teachers are
ongoing throughout the term
• Lesson time intervention – small groups.
• Mymaths booster packs

Resources that can be accessed
outside of school
• Revision guides/workbooks: CGP are our preferred
revision guide – AQA Linear 8300 spec
• Mymaths website – Select GCSE exams 2017 (top left)
• Apps: Maths card, Collins maths revision, Maths
watch.
• AQA website – course specifications and past papers
including mark schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mat
hematics-8300

What parents can do to help
• Help prepare a revision schedule with students in
preparation for ‘mock’ and again next year.
• Discuss the course with them; how are they getting on?
how are they revising? Are they attending revision sessions
in school?
• Encourage them to use resources – Revision guides and
websites.
• Revision is best done from exam papers with the support of
revision guides, are they doing this? – Possibly offer to
mark papers for them from the mark schemes.
• Encourage them to show working out – lots of method
marks are available!

Science – An introduction to the
courses
Triple
• 3 separate grades
– 6 exams in total
– 100 marks 1 hr 45 mins
50%
– Mulitple choice,
structured, closed short
answer and open
response

• Required practicals’

Combined
• 2 grades 1-1  9-9
– 6 exams
– 70 marks 1 hr 15 mins
16.7%

• Required practicals’

Where to start
• Make sure students know how much time there is left
until the exam.
• Make a list of what information is needed for the exam
(using the AQA specification and website)
• Make a revision timetable to ensure time is managed
effectively.
• Find a suitable location to revise, that is quiet, free
from distractions and comfortable

What do students need to know?

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-GCSE-SCIENCE-QUESTIONSCLEAR.PDF

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/AQA-GCSE-SCIENCE-EXAMS-EXPLAINED.PDF

Revision Timetable

http://www.dayjob.com/content/revision-timetable-771.htm

Revision Techniques
• Practise using past papers and marks schemes
• Flash cards

• Look, say, cover, write, check

More revision techniques
• Study groups – choose carefully

• Ask others to test you
• Ask your teacher

Useful websites
Link to the specification: http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/gcses/chemistry-unit-1.php
Link to specimen papers: http://www.sciencelab.org.uk/support/question-papersmark-schemes.php

Link to past papers (old):
http://web.aqa.org.uk/qual/newgcses/science/new/chem_materials.php
Good Revision site - GCSE bitesize:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/aqa/
Good Revision site - Doc brown:
http://www.docbrown.info/page20/AQAscience2C.htm

Summary of revision ideas

• Create a timetable: year 10 exams are either
side of the Easter holidays: week beginning
April 3rd and April 24th.
• Organise notes and check that they
understand them
• Re-organise the information
• Get creative with the ideas
• Complete practice questions and past exam
papers
http://revisionworld.co.uk/ Revision
world
http://getrevising.co.uk/

