
Frequently asked questions – English Revision 

1. When will the exams take place? 

 All students will sit all relevant papers terminally in May/June 2017. 

2. How long will the exams be? 

 English Language Paper 1 = 1 hour 45 minutes 

 English Language Paper 2 = 1 hour 45 minutes 

 English Literature Paper 1 = 1 hour 45 minutes 

 English Literature Paper 2 = 2 hours 15 minutes 

3. What will the exams look like? 

 English Language Paper 1 will have a reading question and a writing question. For the 

first hour of the exam they will be asked to read an extract from a 20th century novel 

and answer 4 questions on the extract.  They will then need to spend 45 minutes 

answering the writing question that will ask them to write either a description of a 

place or write an extract of their own story. 

 English Language Paper 2 will be similar in that they will have to answer two 

sections; the first will be a reading section and the second will be a writing section. 

They will need to read two non-fiction texts in section 1 (one will be a modern text 

and one will be a Victorian text) and answer four questions on both texts. They will 

be asked to write their own non-fiction text in section two of the exam. Typical tasks 

involve writing letters, reviews and newspaper articles.   

 English Literature Paper 1 will have two extract questions. Students will be expected 

to answer two questions on the Shakespeare text that they have studied in lessons 

and the Victorian novel that they have studied. The first part of each question will 

ask them to focus on an extract from the text which has been printed for them on 

the exam paper. The second part of each question will ask them to focus on the 

whole text. 

 English Literature Paper 2 will have 3 questions. The first question will be an essay 

question focusing on the modern drama text that will be studied in lessons (An 

Inspector Calls). The second question will be about the ‘Power and Conflict’ poems’ 

cluster from the anthology supplied by AQA, which students will have studied in 

lessons. They will be asked to compare one of the poems (printed on the exam 

paper) with another of the poems that they’ve studied (which they will need to recall 

from memory). The third question will ask them to analyse a poem that they haven’t 

seen before and answer an essay question on that poem and then make a brief 

comparison with another unseen poem. 

 



4. When should students begin revising? 

 Ideally, the students should be revising every day by reading through their class 

notes once they get home from school.  This makes the revision task less onerous 

later on, ensures they retain the knowledge across the two years and highlights any 

lack of understanding which they can follow up straight away.   

 As students will be doing an exam practice assessment at the end of every 6 week 

unit of work, they will have plenty of opportunity to do immediate revision. 

 We recommend students start more focused revision for the exams 8 to 12 weeks 

before the external examinations. 

 Pupils should ensure they re-read each of the set texts and the anthology of poems 

at least once before the exams.  Although this would work better nearer the exams, 

students may wish to start re-reading texts during the Christmas holidays to allow 

time for all texts to be re-read prior to the summer exams.    

5. What are the best revision activities?  

 Using exam papers alongside a revision guide and the internet. Papers could be 

marked either by taking them to a member of staff or using mark schemes at home. 

 Using the AQA revision guides / workbooks. 

 Students must learn key quotations for each set text so any activities which facilitate 

this would be of use.  Examples could be creating character profiles, completing a 

‘quotation quest’ for each character/theme or getting a parent/friend to test them 

on key quotes.  

 Re-reading the texts and annotating them, in pencil, to show key 

events/themes/characterisation. 

 Practising reading and answering the range of questions found on each of the English 

Language Reading Sections. 

 Practising the skills needed for writing to describe and narrate (English Language 

Paper 1) and to produce transactional texts (English Language Paper 2). 

 

 

 

 


