
 

 

 

7th July 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
RE: Year 8 and Year 9 Teaching Groups for 2021/22 
 
As we come to the end of a rather unique and challenging academic year, I just wanted to outline some of our plans 
for next year.  We are conscious that several of the changes that we had to make this year to cope with social 
distancing has meant that you have not had as much access to subject teachers as you would have liked, and we 
delayed any setting in Year 7 to ensure that students remained in their tutor group bubbles.  With this in mind, we 
have adjusted the school calendar to enable us to prioritise those year groups most affected by the disruptions to 
learning.  The plans outlined below are subject to any changes that may occur in response to covid guidance, but 
we are all hoping that there will be a return to normality in September.   
 
Teaching groups for Year 7 into Year 8 
 
Students will continue to be taught in their tutor groups for Year 8 in Art, Drama, English, French, Geography, 
German, History, IT, Music and RE, as outlined below: 
 
                   X Side                                          Y Side                                          Z Side 
                      8A1     8C1    8D1                               8G1    8A2    8C2                         8D2    8G2    8C3  
 
(‘x’, ‘y’ and ‘z’ represent the three sides of the timetable) 
 
Students will move into three linear sets for Maths and Science, as follows:  
   
                             X Side                                                Y Side                                            Z Side 
                 8x1                       8y1                                                8z1 
                 8x2                       8y2                                                8z2 
                 8x3                                                       8y3                                                8z3  
  
Extra mixed ability groups will be created in each side of the year for Technology, to create twelve smaller groups. 
For PE, students are placed into one of three ability groups. 
 
All groups will be reviewed at the end of the first half of the autumn term and any adjustments will be made.  From 
that point onwards, departments will evaluate the progress of students and make any alterations to setting at the 
end of each term. 
 
There is still a considerable amount of work to be completed in allocating students to their appropriate group, so 
class lists will not be finalised until we return to school in September. Students will find out which teaching group 
they are in when they receive their timetable during the Target Setting Day on Friday 3rd September.   
 
Teaching groups for Year 8 into Year 9 
 
In order to cater for the start of GCSE courses in Year 9 and the Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) option choices of 
students, there will be a considerable change to teaching groups in Year 9.  It may take students some time to adapt 
to these new groups, having been taught for most of Year 7 and Year 8 in the same classes with students that they 
are familiar with.  The benefit of creating entirely new teaching groups is that it will enable students to make new 
friends prior to the mixing up of groups that inevitably occurs following the GCSE option choices going into Year 10. 
Students will be taught in new mixed ability groups for Year 9 in Art, Drama, English, Geography, German, History, 
IT and Music, as outlined below: 



 

                   X Side                                          Y Side                                          Z Side 
 
                      9xA     9xB    9xC                               9yA    9yB    9yC                          9zA    9zB    9zC  
 
Students will move into three new linear sets for Maths, a separate set for Science and the same set for English & 
RE, as shown below: 
 
                X Side                                                Y Side                                            Z Side 
                 9x1                       9y1                                                9z1 
                 9x2                       9y2                                                9z2 
                 9x3                                                       9y3                                                9z3  
 
For MFL, students will be taught in mixed ability groups depending on whether they have opted to study dual 
languages (French and German) or a single language, as outlined below: 
 
                             X Side                                          Y Side                                            Z Side 
 
               Dual    French   German               German   French   French              French  German  German  
 
Extra mixed ability groups will be created in each side of the year for Technology, to create twelve smaller groups. 
For PE, students are placed into one of three ability groups. 
 
All groups will be reviewed at the end of the first half of the autumn term and any adjustments will be made.  From 
that point onwards, departments will evaluate the progress of students and make any alterations to setting at the 
end of each term. 
 
There is still a considerable amount of work to be completed in allocating students to their appropriate group, so 
class lists will not be finalised until we return to school in September. Students will find out which teaching group 
they are in when they receive their timetable during the Target Setting Day on Friday 3rd September.   
 
Parents’ Evenings for 2021/22 
 
If all goes well, the intention is to return to subject parents’ evenings next year.  In response to the lack of contact 
with subject teachers during this year, we have moved the dates of both parents’ evening forward, so they will now 
take place during the autumn term. The specific dates will be published in September.  As was the case this year, 
tutors will retain the overview of each student’s progress in their form class, and they will remain as the point of 
contact for communication with parents/carers.   
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr Shaw 

Assistant Headteacher 


