
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope that you and your families are well. We know that families of students and staff have sadly been 

affected by Covid 19; our thoughts are with you and with those who thankfully recovered from their symptoms or 

from recent illnesses. Staying safe is important to everyone and this can mean very different things to different 

people. 

 

If your child is struggling and we are not already involved in direct support then please do let us know. We can 

offer support directly and we also have students continuing to access support through other remote services 

where possible. The NHS CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) have also asked us to share their 

website with you. It contains lots of useful resources and links to support young people.  https://www.camhs-

resources.co.uk/ 

 

As we go into our fifth week of home learning, school is very quiet most of the time; thank you to all the staff who 

have been supporting the children of key workers who are in school. It highlights the skills of such a diverse team 

and ran right through the Easter holiday, providing support to families when they need it most.  

 

Thank you for all your support with home learning. We know that it is not easy and that how students are able to 

engage with learning can change over time and across subjects. Please encourage your child to contact their class 

teacher or form tutor via Show My Homework messages if they have questions or concerns. There is absolutely 

no need for anyone to worry; we recognise that your children will be experiencing a range of emotions in the 

same way that we all are at present. This can impact on their ability to engage with routines and is completely 

understandable.   

 

We have had lots of great interaction between staff and students via Show My Homework; form tutors have 

really enjoyed hearing about how their students have been getting on and the kind of new activities they have 

been trying. We also understand that not everyone in the household can necessarily access a 

computer/laptop/tablet etc. at the same time. It is our aim to have all work set by Friday for the following week 

so that you have time to share out access as needed and plan your time for the following week. If your child is 

struggling to access their work remotely then please let us know; we have been in touch with families where we 

are aware of an issue to find a suitable solution.  
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Free school meals 

Access to free school meals has been widened under Department for Education criteria. This may be applicable to 

some families where there has been a sudden change in circumstances and is planned to continue until schools 

reopen to all students. Government free school meals guidance 

 

A child will be considered in need if: 

• they are unlikely to achieve or maintain or to have the opportunity to achieve or maintain a reasonable 

standard of health or development without the provision of services by the local authority 

• the child’s health or development is likely to be significantly impaired or further impaired without the 

provision of such services 

• the child is disabled 

The extended eligibility for free school meals is available to families with NRPF (no recourse to public funds). To 

meet the extended criteria the family must also have an annual household income of less than £7,400 per annum. 

To apply you should complete the online self-declaration form 

https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Education/Educational-awards-benefits/FreeSchoolMeals/COVID-19-fsm-self-

declaration-form-April-2020-v2.docx and provide the necessary income proof.     

Please do not hesitate to access this support if it is needed. It remains completely confidential. 

 

We also thank families who currently access Free School Meals for their patience while we have resolved issues 

with initially the physical voucher system via the Co-op and then the national scheme operated by Edenred; we 

are in contact with families but please contact us at finance@kingedwardvi-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk  if you are 

experiencing any ongoing issues.  

 

When will students be coming back to school?  

There is a lot of speculation in the media at the moment about a potential return date for students. This is very 

difficult to plan for until we receive more guidance. I know that there are mixed views from parents about how 

safe they feel this will be. We will certainly do everything that we can to reduce risk in school but there is no 

scenario in which we can have a substantial number of students in school and maintain social distancing, the size 

of the corridors, classrooms and the nature of the required movement around the site make this impossible. We 

will be in touch when we know more and schools have been assured that there will be planning time once the 

plans for a phased return have been released.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-free-school-meals-guidance
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What else is happening in school? 

In addition to supporting home learning, staff are currently engaged in a range of things across the school. Many 

of our updates have been year–group specific so this provides a small summary of just some of the areas beyond 

support for home-learning. 

• Examination year group grading – Staff are working on the process for submitting predicted grades as 

directed by the Department for Education, Ofqual and the examination boards. Year 13 students will 

receive their results on 13th August and Year 11 students on 20th August. Thank you to all our students 

and parents for their understanding that we have been directed to keep this process completely 

confidential and are unable to discuss grades. 

• Sixth Form offer letters have all been sent home to students. We encourage all students to carry on with 

learning, particularly in their chosen areas for post-16 study, we will also be providing further guidance on 

bridging work for post-16 courses at King Edward VI School in the coming week.  

• Year 6 to 7 transition packs have been sent out to families and we are liaising with Primary Schools to 

start to get to know our future students. At this stage we are unable to say whether we will meet our new 

students in person before September but we will continue to share more information in a variety of ways 

to help them get to know the school. 

• Educational Visits – Mrs Mason has been in touch with families on behalf of visit leaders to keep them 

updated with the current position. We do appreciate your understanding as we navigate the very 

complex process of securing refunds for trips which cannot take place.  

• Building work – The planned building work, funded by Staffordshire County Council and carried out by GF 

Tomlinson has been able to start. The first phase in Bader is already underway, the old chimney has 

already been removed and we expect the work on foundations to take place over the summer. By 

September we should be able to see the building going up. At the lower end of school, three of the old 

mobile classrooms and the old rifle range will be demolished over the summer holiday; the new science 

building should be up by late-autumn and potentially in use by January. It is very exciting to see this start 

and it will provide much needed accommodation for our growing student population. 

• New catering hub – One of students and families’ biggest questions around school expansion was around 

access to food and minimising queuing. We are in the final stages of planning for a new take-away 

catering hub and adjacent covered area at the lower Johnson end of the site. This will be a great addition 

to our catering provision and I am sure that it will prove very popular with students. I’m sure that you 

would agree that a well-fed teenager is a much happier one! 

• Recruitment – this time of year is always busy in ensuring that we are fully staffed for September. We 

made an early start this year so we are well placed to complete the process for teaching staffing in the 

required timescale. We have explored online interviews where appropriate for a small number of posts 



 

 

and I would like to send my thanks to the students (and their parents for their support) who have also 

been involved in this; seeing how students and teachers interact makes a big difference when we can’t 

use our normal interview process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning ahead 

Things are going to be different for quite some time and it may be a long time before things feel ‘normal’. We are 

looking at the calendar for the remainder of the summer term and also in to the coming academic year. Our 

priority will be to support all of our students in coming back to school when it is reasonable to do so. It is highly 

likely that we will be restricting access to the site for quite some time and that we will have to plan other ways of 

sharing and communicating with you. However, recent events have shown us how resourceful, supportive and 

flexible people can be. We will be in touch with more information over the coming weeks. 

 

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Jane Rutherford, Headteacher 

 


