
 

 

 
 
17 December 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We thank you for all of your support this term. Whilst there have been a number of challenges in 
the current circumstances, it has been wonderful to have students in school and admire the way 
they have adapted to different routines. 
 
The intention to increase testing of secondary-school pupils and teachers has been reported in the 
news recently. At this point no further information on this has been sent to schools – we will 
communicate any news or information in the New Year as we receive it. 
 
We would like to remind you of the communication below that we sent home last week, and stress 

the importance of using the attendance text line  07860 034183  for any communication 

relating to COVID-19 test results – other email addresses will not be monitored during the 
holidays. 
 
The Department for Education has asked all schools to make staff, parents and carers aware of the 
following information and relevant arrangements regarding positive cases in the holidays: 
 

 For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, 

the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 

individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

 

 Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed 

symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. 

Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and 

Trace. 

It is therefore critical that if your child tests positive after developing symptoms within 48 hours 
of being in school, that you inform school by sending a text via the attendance text line:              
07860 034183. This number sends a message to our Groupcall which will be monitored by 
members of the Senior Leadership team who will then contact Public Health England for specific 
guidance about which children would need to self-isolate and contact them in accordance with 
their instructions. We will use Groupcall to communicate this. These children must then self-isolate 
at home for 10 days from the last contact with the positive case as instructed by Public Health 
England. Other household members do not need to self-isolate at home unless the child self-
isolating develops any symptoms of Covid-19. 
 
Please note that where pupils are required to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case after 
the first 48 hours following the end of term, school does not need to be informed about their 
absence unless it impacts on their attendance at the beginning of term. 



 

This Department for Education guidance is clear that schools remain responsible for supporting 
Track and Trace for the first 6 days of the school holidays, therefore the last day this will be checked 
is 24th December. As there will only be implications for contact within school if someone develops 
symptoms within the first 48 hours of the holiday, we request that any positive test results are 
reported promptly.  
 
Friday 18th December will be the last day of term for students and they will be dismissed from 
school at the staggered times below: 
 

Year 7 and 8  at 12.40pm  
Year 9 and 10  at 12.35pm 
Year 11  at 12.30pm 
Year 12 and 13  at 11.40am 

 
As we know over the holidays, with lockdown restrictions, our children may spend more time 
online. Please see attached some information Online Safety information from Staffordshire Police 
which contains links to some very useful support websites to help ensure children stay safe online. 
 
We have received some lovely messages of thanks and support for our staff over the past few 
weeks and we thank you for taking the time to pass these on. In addition we asked if people would 
like to share a message with our community. This has been made into a virtual ‘message board’ 
which can be seen here - https://sway.office.com/usbOJDJXuj6NCOdc?ref=Link. It is lovely to feel 
part of a community who are all supporting each other.    
 
We look forward to welcoming our students back to school on Monday 4th January and wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Ms Rutherford, Mrs Forster, Mrs Hurn 
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