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2017 Autumn Term  

Diary Dates  

 

Training day for staff 

Fri 1 Dec 

Term ends 

Tues 19 Dec at 1pm 

Return to school 

Wed  3 Jan 

 

Other key dates 

Presentation evenings 

Fri 10 Nov (former Y13) 

Wed 22 Nov (former Y11) 

 

Parents’ evenings 

Thurs 30 Nov—Y11 evening 

 

PTA meetings and events 

Fri 24 Nov - Christmas Fayre  

6.00-8.00pm 

 

Tues 12 Dec - Carol Service  at 

Lichfield Cathedral at 7pm 

 

 

 

Ofsted feedback 

On Wednesday 11th October there was a one-day Ofsted inspection at school which 

confirmed that King Edward VI School retains its status as a Good school under the 

Ofsted framework. This new format of inspection is quite different to a full inspection; 

following up on any previous recommendations, checking that safeguarding is       

effective and that leadership across the school demonstrates the capacity for effective 

self-evaluation and development. Most importantly, it reflects progress over time and 

during the three years since the last inspection.   

Our students and staff should be proud of their achievements and the incredibly    

positive feedback from our visitors. It was noted that there is ‘a school culture which is 

underpinned by high expectations and a climate of mutual respect. As a result,     

pupils are keen to learn and work hard’.  ‘Pupils try their best and show high levels 

of resilience and determination to succeed. Relationships between pupils and their 

teachers are respectful and many pupils regularly behave in an exemplary manner’.  

This was observed through learning walks to lessons, between lessons and at social 

times. Inspectors also spoke to a wide range of students and read their responses to 

the pupil questionnaires. 

We work hard to ensure that all members of the school community are valued, so 

recognition of ‘a school ethos where every pupil is treated as an individual’ and the 

extent to which we ‘are succeeding in personalising learning for pupils’ is very         

important for everyone. The ‘strong culture of safeguarding’ and the fact that ‘pupils 

feel safe at school’ provides the best conditions for learning and supporting           

students’ wellbeing. 

The full Ofsted letter is available via the school website or the Ofsted website and has 

been emailed to parents. We hope that you will take the time to read it in full and join 

us in celebrating the hard work of staff and students. If you require a paper copy then 

please ask via the school office.  

Staff in school work incredibly hard, often working with hundreds of students every 

day. Even with significant pressure on staffing and learning resources, the                

opportunities for students both in and beyond the classroom have grown over time. 

We know that our students are highly capable and we will continue to support them in 

striving to reach their full potential.  The positive impression our students gave of their 

school and themselves is built on everyday experiences in school and the strength of 

relationships throughout the school community.  

This is very positive external validation for the school which clearly identifies the     

significant progress made in the areas highlighted by the last inspection. The next 

steps identified form part of our school priorities as we strive to give each of our     

students the best possible grounding for their post-school future. Thank you to staff, 

students, parents and governors for the continued support. 

Mr C.R. Cartwright, Chair of Governors        Ms J. Rutherford, Headteacher 



School updates 

PTA 

 

The Christmas Fayre is on Friday 24th November at 6pm to 
8pm.  Please do come along and help us raise money for the 
school!  The Author Laura Wood, who attended King Edward 
VI school, will be at the Fayre signing her new book Poppy 
Pym and the Beastly Blizzard! Bring the family and have 
dinner at school provided by the Catering team. There will 
be various Stalls including St Giles, Secret Garden, Art beyond 
candles, Made by Leah, Organic skincare, Marvellous mixes 
(baking), Izzies Ideas, JuZi Creations together with Senior 5 
Raffle (fantastic prizes including £100 Salloways Voucher)
and many more!!  The music department will be providing 
festive music and year 7 will be running the usual stalls in the 
gym. 

If you are able to help at the Fayre even for an hour to set up 
or clear away, please contact Bader reception or email us at 
kingedwardspta@gmail.com  

The next full meeting of the PTA is on Wednesday 10th 
January at 7 pm in Bader Bistro; all welcome. 

 

This term we have been able to fund the purchase of 28 
footballs for use at lunch time and are pleased that these 
are already in use! 

For any of you who are starting 
your Christmas shopping, please do 
consider registering with 
Easyfundraising when shopping 
online; this raises money for the 
school with no cost to 

yourself.  www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
kingedwardlichfield 

The new school lottery launch has been delayed until 2018 as 
we are dedicating our time at the moment to the Christmas 
Fayre.  More information will be given on this in the new 
year ........ 

 

 

Remembrance Day  

Poppies are for sale in both Bader and 

Johnson Reception. 

A remembrance service for Year 11 and 13 will be held on 

Friday 9th November. Other year groups have had a 

remembrance assembly this week. 

Senior 5 
 

 
I think I speak on behalf of the rest of the senior 5 and 
teaching staff when I say the  first half term of this academic 
year couldn't have started any better!  
 
We welcomed the year 12 students to sixth form life with 
many of them finding their feet and we wish them all the best 
for the next 2 years.  
 
The Teachers Got Talent event held on Friday 13th of October 
was a success with many more numbers than anticipated 
turning up to watch the spectacular performances carried out 
by the teaching staff, helping us raise £256. Many thanks for 
all of your support to all those who came to watch, 
performed, and all prefects who helped out setting up.  
 
Next half term will be the final term our year 13 perfects will 
be carrying out their roles full time. We'd like to take a 
moment to thank you all for your help and support over the 
last year, whether it be fulfilling your duties or going the extra 
mile to cover tours and aid us on open evenings and the 
summer festival. Your help is much appreciated by both the 
current senior 5 and very much by last year's senior 5. We 
look forward to hearing off current year 12s who aspire to 
become perfects as of this Christmas, we are looking forward 
to working with you up until next summer.  
 
If you have any questions or suggestions, feel free to contact 
us on senior5@kingedward-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk 
 
We hope you have all kicked off the year with a bang and we 
wish you the best of luck with your studies. 
 
Billy Green, Head Boy 
Many thanks, Senior Five 
 
 

 

New parent governor 

Following the recent election, we are pleased to inform you 

that Sarah Young has been elected as the new parent 

governor for King Edward VI School.  

With two children in the school and a background in the 

education sector, we look forward to working with Sarah as 

part of our Governing Body to continue to develop the school. 

mailto:kingedwardspta@gmail.com
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kingedwardlichfield
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/kingedwardlichfield
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School updates 
Building Fund Update 

In February 2017, we set ourselves the ambitious target of 

raising £100,000 by 2018 to start to address the aging condition 

of school buildings and facilities under the current financial 

crisis in schools.  

The school currently has a licensed deficit budget, agreed by 

the governors. With rising student numbers over the next few 

years we will be able to meet our obligations to reduce this 

time but money for anything in school is scarce at present.  

To date, your generous support has provided £14,486 which 

has enabled us to address the following needs: 

 Over the summer we redecorated the Drama Studio, 

provided new chairs and tables for the Drama classroom 

next door,  decorated Room 10 and provided new chairs 

and tables. A gradual replacement programme will make 

all the difference. Total cost £4,500.  

 Blinds in 2 Physics classrooms to ensure that experiments 

can be successfully carried out. Total cost £1,100 

 Urgent repairs to guttering in H Block: the cast iron 

guttering has been leaking in some places and coming 

loose in other areas. This is not only potentially dangerous 

but damages the building itself where leaks permeate the 

walls.  Total cost £4,665.  

 Urgent repairs to S Block ceiling. The oldest part of our 

school is also the most unpredictable: a large section of the 

ceiling above a stairwell has been completely replaced. 

Total cost: £530. 

 The recent non-uniform day was to support the ambition 

for a new sound system for Bader Hall. The PTA have 

already raised £2,000 towards this and the non-uniform 

day has made a further contribution of £2,109.75. We 

estimate that the total cost of the project will be over 

£8,000 but we are nearly half way there. 

How can you help? 

There are any number of ways that you can help. We will be 

sending home a flyer for the Trust Fund with all students later 

this month. We rely on contributions to support basic needs as 

well as to continue our support for wider activities, for example  

 

the leasing of our two minibuses costs over £11,000 a year. 

They are used across year groups and departments to engage 

in sport, and extracurricular opportunities.  

Please consider supporting the school by one or more of the    

following:  

 Make a monthly contribution or a one-off donation to our 

Trust Fund. If you Gift Aid your donation we can boost your 

contribution by 25%. 

 Continue to support our non-uniform days for school 

projects and charities. We generally run a non-uniform day 

on the last day of each half-term. 

 Consider whether your business or company could provide 

any support to the school. Whether it is resources, 

sponsorship or services, please get in touch if this may be 

something that you could offer. Materials which we can 

use in school or skills which might support projects or 

activities in school; we would very much like to hear from 

you. In return there may be ways in which we can 

recognise your support; we are happy to celebrate all 

community contributions and we are well aware that our 

students may be your future employees or colleagues. 

Help us to ensure our students are well prepared for the 

wider world. 

Leisure Centre and School Expansion 

 There will be more formal information available shortly but 

you may be aware that from January 2018, the District 

Council will cease to run the Leisure Centre.  It will remain 

available for school use for sport and the school will 

continue to offer community bookings to local clubs. This 

includes the newly resurfaced synthetic pitch. 

 The timing of the changeover is also linked to school 

expansion in Lichfield. Over the coming year, Staffordshire 

County Council will set out a refurbishment programme to 

bring the Leisure Centre fully in to school use with a view 

to expanding the school’s Published Admissions Number 

for 2019 from 8 to 9 forms of entry each year. A formal 

consultation will need to take place but this also brings 

with it some exciting possibilities for developments across 

the school site to accommodate more students over time. 

we will keep you informed of further developments.  



School updates 
Attendance Update 

Attendance figures to early October 2017 against our target of 

96% are as follows: 

Whole school: 96.6% 

Years 7-11*: 96.6% 

Years 12-13: 96.2% 

Earlier this term you should have received an email to remind 
you that our updated Attendance Policy is now available in the 
Attendance section of the school website. If you didn’t receive 
the email, please could you make sure that we have your up to 
date email address. This information can be sent to: 
studentdetails@kingedwardvi-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk . As a 
school we are increasingly using texts and emails to 
communicate so please keep us up to date with any change in 
contact details using this address. 
 
The following are some key points from the Attendance Policy 

that we would ask you to familiarise yourselves with, they form 

part of our commitment as a school to safeguarding your 

children. They apply to all students, including Sixth Form, and 

are as follows: 

 If your child is too ill to attend school a parent/carer should 

text school on 07860 034183 before 9.15am on the first 

day of absence with the student name, tutor group and a 

brief reason for the absence. 

 If your child is marked as absent without a reason a text 

will be sent home, please respond via text with a reason for 

the absence as a matter of urgency so that we know your 

child is safe. 

 Proof of illness, for example a copy of a prescription, may 

be requested for extended periods of illness or where a 

student’s attendance is less than 90%. 

 Students suffering from sickness and/or diarrhoea should 

not return to school until 48 hours from the last episode. 

 Routine medical and dental appointments should be made 
outside of school hours. For unavoidable appointments to 
be authorised, a written note signed by a parent/carer 
together with an appointment card/letter will be required. 
Students should only be out of school for the minimum 
amount of time necessary for the appointment; a full day’s 

absence will not normally be authorised. Please give 
advance warning via text on 07860 034183. 

 A late mark (L) will be applied to students who arrive at 
school after 8.55am but before registration finishes at 
9.15am or after 1.35pm for the afternoon session. Students 
arriving after 9.15am without a valid reason supplied by 
parents/carers (preferably in writing) will receive an 
unauthorised absence mark. They must sign in at Bader 
Reception. 

 Any leave of absence, including funerals, religious 
observance and sporting fixtures must be applied for by 
the parent/carer with whom the student normally resides 
on a Leave of Absence Form (available from the 
Attendance section of the website), as far in advance as 
possible, for consideration by the Headteacher.  

 If a student has to leave site for any reason, a note must be 
brought into school, signed and dated by their form tutor, 
before signing out with the note at Bader Reception. 
Students must not leave the premises without the 
permission of the school. 

  

More information about attendance, including who to contact if 
you are at all concerned about your child’s attendance and 
would like to discuss it further can be found in our new 
Attendance Matters leaflet which is also available on the 
website (access the Attendance section via the Information 
header or “report a student absence” link). 

 

School Reports 

 

Please be aware that the forthcoming Autumn reports will be 
available on Switch around the following dates: 

Y8 & Y11—w/c 13rd November 

Y 7, Y9 & Y12—w/c 27th November 

Y10 & Y13—w/c 11th December 

A text message will be sent out to notify parents when the 
reports can be accessed on Switch. 
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News from around the school 

Thank You Plastic Man! 

Everyone at King Eddies, and in particular the Design & 

Technology Department, would like to say a very big thank you 

to theplasticman.co.uk  at Holloway Plastics, a local company 

who have for the past few years kindly donated high quality 

acrylic sheet (Perspex) to our school. All students in Year 8 

have had the opportunity a make a touch sensitive night light 

and all students in Year 9 have made a Headphone Clip in Year 

9 all using this material.  In addition, there are many GCSE and 

Advanced level students who have been able to produce high 

quality coursework projects which required the use of this 

expensive material. This wonderful support has enabled the 

D&T department to buy other materials and equipment that 

we would not have been able to afford. So thank you very 

much ‘www.plasticman.co.uk’ you have really made a 

difference! 

From Mark Rogers, Design & Technology 

 

MFL Department 

Language Magazines 

Once again we are offering pupils the chance to order a 

subscription to Language Magazines. For £9.50 they get 5 

magazines plus online access to some extra puzzles and 

practice. Order forms are available from languages teachers. 

Cheques payable to the school should be handed to languages 

teachers with the completed order forms . 

Bon voyage! 

Some members of y13  headed off to France over half term to 

do some work experience. They worked in a range of places 

such as a bowling alley, a restaurant and a shop. This was a 

super opportunity for them to increase their fluency and gain 

some useful experience as well so we wished them all bonne 

chance! 

Austausch! 

At the end of November, some pupils from y9 and 10 will be 

travelling over to Germany for a week-long stay with their 

exchange partner. They will have the chance to visit a German 

school as well as do some cultural visits with their host 

families. Viel Spaß! 

Young Enterprise Team at Downing Street 

The successful Young Enterprise team ‘Keye Safety’ who 
finished 2nd runners up the UK Final in 2016 with their product 
the ‘At Risk Disk’ presented at 11 Downing Street in front of 
130 guests, including MP’s and Directors from the world of 
banking, commerce and retailing. 

They retold their journey in their participation in the Young 
Enterprise Company Programme and how they have gained life 
and business skills through experiential learning, learning by 
doing – setting up and running a business.   

This successful business has continued with their newly 
branded product now available for purchase in all Halfords 
stores, nationwide. www.atriskdisk.co.uk 

This is a great success story as these students embark on their 
new life in apprenticeships,  university and the world of 
work.  We wish them all the success for the future and 
welcome them back to recall their story and experience to 
others in the school at a later date. 

A big thank you to our Business Advisor at King Edward – 
Alison Muir who works for Dunelm.  She provides magnificent 
support to those who take part in YE. 

If anyone would like further detail about the Company 
Programme we run at King Edward, or companies that can 
support / sponsor this year’s team please contact me at school 
direct – nturner@kingedwardvi-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk.   

This year’s team will be, once again, creating the Christmas fair 
programme, so if anyone would like to place an advert in this 
booklet I would be happy to pass on your details to this year’s 
team (it is after all for them to put this together!) 

Thank you 

Mr Turner 

(l-r) John Wint, Kate Nicholas, Leah Evans, James Woolley, Neil 
Turner (Teacher), Dan Slater, Tom Russell 

http://www.atriskdisk.co.uk
mailto:nturner@kingedwardvi-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk


News from around the school 

Some fell in love with the city, others the carbs 

It began on a very early and very damp Friday morning with 

the rain ushering us (and our bed hair) out of the UK. After 8 

hours in a non-air conditioned aeroplane, we were approached 

with some rather intense security to ensure that Maria didn't 

pack any live chickens in her 

hand luggage. Within two hours 

of us being there, we were 

greeted with the busy utopia of 

Times Square, in which Mrs 

James bravely set us free into 

the wild. The wilderness lasted 5 

days with approximately 2 bottles of water bought per hour 

due to the uninhabitable 24 degrees that accompanied us 

throughout, providing us with 

nice small talk about the 

double digits and blue sky.  

One of the most thoughtful 

moments of the visit was our 

afternoon at the Grounds Zero 

museum on the Saturday, 

giving us a chance to explore the explicit details of the iconic 

World Trade centre and the devastating events that went with 

it. However, to lighten the mood after our informative 

experience, enthusiasm was high as we enjoyed a musical 

interval at Ellen's Stardust Diner in Times Square; here we sung 

our hearts out whilst watching the Broadway-worthy waiters 

dance around the restaurant and also admired Liv with her 

rendition of 'One Day More'. 

Sunday was suited for everyone, 

as the keen art enthusiasts 

amongst us enjoyed the 

exquisite displays of the MET 

museum, whilst others were 

sure to be rid of the burden of 

their money as they splashed 

the dollars on 5th Avenue. To ensure we burnt off our hot dogs 

before our next grease feast, we also hiked our way to the 

more obscure backstreets of Greenwich on the Monday, after 

many successful purchases in Soho. A definite highlight of our 

adventure was our dinner, following our Soho shopping spree, 

at the classic Hard Rock Café that was proceeded by an 

unforgettable performance of Miss Saigon on Broadway, filling 

our heads with an anthem of 'The heat is on'.  

Credit should be awarded to the teachers for being able to 

successfully understand the cryptic 

code that is the Subway system, 

ignoring the not-so-graceful falls 

that punctuated our journeys, 

nobody was left behind. With the 

tiring nature that would put a Gold 

D of E expedition to shame, we 

managed to power walk to many 

important landmarks with the likes of 

Ellis Island, Grand Central station and the 

Empire State building at dusk being 

amongst the favourites due to their 

impeccable views and nearby Starbucks.  

Other icons such as Washington Park, 

Rockefeller Centre, and Central Park, 

further gave us unique experiences; all 

whilst ensuring everyone was aware of our tourist status with 

foam Lady Liberty hats, MET bags and camera devices swinging 

from our wrists.  

Grudgingly, Tuesday evening arrived and we boarded the 

plane 5 Tiffany bags, 3 pairs of 

Converse and an uncountable 

amount of Starbucks heavier 

than when we landed. Despite 

being sad about leaving, we've 

returned with irreplaceable 

memories and of course, jetlag. 



News from around the school 
 

 

Are you considering getting into teaching? If so, please be 
aware that King Edward VI Lichfield is an alliance partner of the 
National Forest Teaching School, who we work with to recruit 
trainee teachers who train locally through accreditation by The 
John Taylor SCITT. 

The programme offered is planned collaboratively with local 
secondary schools to give you the most up to date training 
offered by current practitioners, in order to attain QTS 
(Qualified Teacher Status). The John Taylor SCITT offer both a 
primary and secondary route into teaching, and can offer 
advice and potentially school experience for those who are 
interested in applying to begin training in September 2018.  

You can register for School Experience at John Taylor High 
School in a range of secondary subjects by visiting: http://
www.education.gov.uk/get-into-teaching/school-experience/
sep and searching for John Taylor High School. 

John Taylor High School will be holding a series of open events 
throughout the year, please register your attendance at 
www.jths.eventbrite.co.uk or alternatively, please contact 
Leah Axten via email at l.axten@jths.co.uk to find out more. 
You can also find more information via the NFTS website: 
www.nationalforestteachingschool.co.uk . Applications will be 
made through www.ucas.com which opened on the 26th of 
October 2017. 

Year 7 Judge the Royal Society’s Young People's Book Prize 

 

KES Library Resource Centre were lucky enough 
to be chosen as judges for the Royal Society 
Young People’s Book Prize this year.  

See https://royalsociety.org/grants-schemes-
awards/book-prizes/young-peoples-book-prize/ 

During Curriculum Enhancement Day the 
whole of Year 7 had a series of interactive 
sessions to help them choose their favorite 
from the 6 shortlisted books. 

From making slime, to identifying rocks, 
students had chance to see how literature can spark 
excitement about science. All 6 books are now available from 
the LRC to borrow. The KES Lichfield chosen winner was…. 
Home Lab by Robert Winston! 

The overall national winner will be announced at a award 
ceremony next month.  

Disneyland Paris Trip 

Students from Y8 and Y9 alongside ICT, Science and LRC staff 

headed out to Disneyland Paris bright and early on Wed 11th 

Oct. After a long but steady trip  we arrived at the Explorer’s 

Hotel and enjoyed a Pizza stop. Early the next day we headed 

to Disneyland Park where we enjoyed Path of the Jedi, 

Mickey’s Halloween Tricycle Gang and the 25th Anniversary 

show. After a busy afternoon on the rides, the day was 

complete with a fantastic firework and laser show at park close 

with Disney Illuminations. 

Day 3 we headed to Walt Disney Studios and went behind the 

scenes of the movies on the Studio Tram Tour looking at visual 

and special effects. Next was the Art of Disney Animation 

where characters were brought to life. 

The Tower of Terror was next stop for many with screams 

ringing out across the park! 

Laden with Disney goodies we headed home on Saturday. 

Thank you to all staff for their hard work and patience.  

A fantastic trip had by all with many happy memories. 

And as Donald Duck 

would say “happiness is 

the richest thing we will 

ever own." 
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News from around the school 
Curriculum Enhancement Days – Autumn 2017 

In October we have twice collapsed the timetable to provide 

students with the opportunity to explore elements of learning 

beyond the classroom or in greater depth than is sometimes 

possible in the school day.  

Year 8 and 9 have had a particularly adventurous experience. 

Year 8 took part in The Big Draw, drawing life size figures and 

modelling them out of wire; they have also taken part in a faith 

visit, visiting places of worship in Derby and Lichfield and 

having the opportunity to speak to staff at each location.  

 

 

 

 

Year 9 took part in PSHE activities in school and also had the 

opportunity to visit Beaudesert, an outdoor activity centre 

near to Cannock Chase. Students had the opportunity to 

challenge themselves and try new activities including: climbing, 

abseiling and archery. 

 

 

Year 7 and 12 took part in the school’s annual dedication day 

service at Lichfield Cathedral. This is a chance for the newest 

members of the school community to come together and think 

about what it means to be a member of King Edward VI School. 

There were readings from the senior five on the theme of 

‘making the world a better place’ and superb performances 

from the school choirs.  

Year 10 and 11 were looking at elements of their GCSE English 

and Maths courses, including a performance of a set Literature 

text: An Inspector Calls, as well as considering some of their 

future options, with talks from local colleges and 

apprenticeship providers alongside the opportunity to try out 

some sixth form subjects which they may not previously have 

studied.  

Both days have been very successful with students enjoying 

the opportunity to explore a wider approach to education.  

 

Free Spirit Project 

On 12th October, King Edward students were involved in a 

celebration of the horse at Lichfield Cathedral. The event was 

raising money for the ‘Free Spirit’ project which aims to build a 

memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas. The 

memorial is specifically dedicated to the horses killed in war, in 

particular the First World War. The event included 

contributions from a range of local schools as well as the 

Staffordshire Corps of Drums. Our contribution included a 

drama presentation from ‘War Horse’ by a group of Y12 

students who all brought Joey alive with great skill. Sophie 

Hextell from Year 13 also contributed some readings related to 

horses in war. Thanks are due to all the students who took part 

at short notice, and to Mrs. Plant who coached the actors with 

her usual professionalism and humour.  Mr A Bowman 



News from around the school 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Bronze D of E Presentation 
On 17th October we held an event to present certificates to 
those students in year 11 and 12 who have completed their 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award through school in the last 12 
months.  The students had followed a wide range of activities 
to complete their award including running, football, ballroom 
dancing, helping with cubs, taking older people on visits,             
finding out about the pop music of the 20th century, baking 
and learning the guitar to name just a few!  They had also    
successfully completed a 2-day expedition in the Peak District 
following training and a practise expedition.  During the        
expedition they had to work as a team of 6 or 7, carry           
everything they needed including food, tents and sleeping bags 
and find their way following a map. 
 
We are very proud of the determination and independence 
shown by this group of young people.  They were rewarded 
with a certificate, badge and cake.  Several of them have       
already made a start on their Silver award too. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students (not all are pictured 

above) 

Harvey Baran, Tim Buckroyd, Hannah Fennell, 
Darci Holcroft, Kizzy Holden, Sam Thombs, Sam Stone 
Rebecca Podmore, Lewis Duval, Matthew Harris 
Ellie Zanin, Freya Davies, Sian Edwards, Olivia Silk 
Bethan O’Donovan, William Moloney, Theo Fryer 
Ethan Crane, Joseph Jones, Sophia Jones 
Lucy McQuillan, Grace O’Donnell 
 

 

Sixth Form Physics Visit to CERN  
 
On 2nd October 18 of our A level Physics students travelled to 
Switzerland with Mrs Bryant and Mr Clarke to visit the           
International research centre called CERN.  CERN is the largest 
machine in the world with a 27km tunnel that is 100m          
underground and crosses the border from Switzerland in to 
France and back.  There are a series of particle accelerators 
which can accelerate protons to over 99% of the speed of light. 
Inside the accelerator, two high-energy particle beams travel at 
close to the speed of light before they are made to collide.  In 

recent years they have              
discovered a new particle called a 
Higgs’ Boson.  The research      
continues to see what other   
particles can be found.   
 
Our    students received a lecture 
by one of the researchers, visited 
various interactive displays and 
were able to travel underground 
at the CMS detector to see the 
Large Hadron collider close up. 
 
 

On the Tuesday afternoon we went to the United Nations at 
the Palais de Nations. There were a mixture of historic and 
modern buildings to discover and we were able to learn about 
and observe a little of what the United Nations does               
particularly in terms of Human Rights and reconciliation. 
 
We also visited a museum of science which had some            
interesting and unique original science apparatus and went for 
a boat journey across the lake. 
 
Overall, the trip gave plenty of insight into careers in science, 
highlighted the importance of international collaboration and 
helped our sixth form students develop some independent 

travel skills 
while moving 
around a      
foreign city.   
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Sports Results 
 County Cross Country 
 
The following girls were successful at the Y7,8 & 9 
Staffordshire County Trials for cross country and have 
been selected to represent Staffordshire at the next level 
event: 
 
Natasha Lee 
Phoebe O'Connor  
Sian Duval  
Emily Pearce 
 
A brilliant result for the girls.  Also, Lewis Duval (Y10), has 
also been selected to represent Staffordshire for the 
senior boys team.  Well done and thank you to the 
continued support from parents and staff to get students 
to these events. 
 
Miss Pearson 
  

ICO World Cup 2017—Kickboxing 

Congratulations to Luke Murrall and Aidan Taylor in Year 

9. They both successfully competed in the ICO World Cup 

for Kickboxing in October.  

Luke won the British Open Championship in March this 

year and last weekend was crowned World Champion in 

his age and weight category. 

Both students took part over three days and represented 
their country with an outstanding level of professionalism, 
commitment and courage.  
 
Aidan won a World Championship Bronze Medal in the 
cadet (age 13-17) under 55kg category, only losing out to 
two 17 year olds physically bigger than him.  
 

 
 
Both boys fit hours of training around school every week. 
They should be incredibly proud of their achievements 
and we are very proud of them.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U14/ U16 County netball 

On Saturday 4th November, we took the U14 and U16 

netball squads to the Staffordshire County 

tournament.  The girls were fantastic and played some 

outstanding netball.  Both teams finished in 3rd position 

which is a great achievement but narrowly missed out on 

the regional place.   

Thank you to the students and for the exceptionally high 

parental support. 


