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From the Headteacher
Welcome to the February edition of Kespress. It has been a busy half-term with staff and students looking
forward to recharging their batteries next week.
Thank you for your continued support of the school; the non-uniform day this week will be the first step of
our Trust Fund appeal. This week's assemblies have focused on our aims to improve the learning
environment and after half-term students will bring home a flyer about our ambitious target of raising
£100,000 for our Building Fund Appeal. I am sure that you have picked up concerns about school funding
from the media but the following link provides some further context http://www.schoolcuts.org.uk/#/
We anticipate that the District Council will complete the synthetic pitch replacement in the next two weeks
and we look forward to accessing the improved facilities. You can see some of the recent sports events in
this edition—you can also follow the PE department on Twitter @KESlichfield_PE or via @keslichfield
Developing links with parents continues to be a priority for us. With parental access to the Switch Learning
Platform you can already keep up to date with your son or daughter’s achievement and behaviour points;
we plan to develop our online communication to reduce paper letters and improve access to information.
After half-term you will also notice a change in our texting service. We are moving to a new provider and
there will be the opportunity to use a free app to receive and respond to messages. Paper copies of any
documentation provided are still available on request.

2017 Spring Term Diary Dates
February half term holiday
Monday 20 February – Friday 24
February

We look forward to welcoming students back on Monday 27th February.

Term starts

Jane Rutherford,

Monday 27 February – Friday 7 April

Headteacher
LRC events this half term...
Easter holidays
Monday 10 April – Friday 21 April

Y10 internal assessments and
examinations
Monday 3 April to Friday 7 April/
Book Club debates books v film adaptations

Clinton Vs Addision in a tense final of the House Quiz

Monday 24 April to Friday 28 April
Browsing nominations for YTF
Awards

Parking reminder
Please support us in keeping your children safe by dropping off and picking up your children a safe distance
from the school site. We have had a number of safety concerns raised by students and neighbours:



Spring reports issued week beginning
Monday 13 February: Y9
Monday 20 March: Y7, 10 and 13

Sixth form students have access to limited parking at the lower end of Johnson field. Parents are
asked not to use this car park as the turning is narrow and cars leaving in the morning as others are
arriving or pulling in at the end of day when student cars are leaving puts everyone at risk of
accidents.

Monday 3 April: Y8, 11 and 12



Students should not use this gate as a pedestrian entrance or exit; there is no footpath on Kings Hill
Road.

Thursday 2 March: Y9



Please do not drive up Kings Hill Road to drop off or collect your child. Access is restricted to staff,
school transport and vehicles linked to Saxon Hill Academy to ensure everyone’s safety.



Local residents on Borrowcop Lane have raised serious concerns about congestion and parking at the
lower end of the road. Please park further up the road, with consideration for residents' access and
the safe movement of vehicles in both directions.

We understand that, when dropping off or collecting your child, you would like to do so quickly and
conveniently. However, unless your child has mobility issues then dropping off or picking them up a 5
minute walk away will save everyone time if the traffic moves more freely. Thank you for your
understanding in this matter.

Parents’ evenings

PTA events
Wednesday 8 March: PTA Meeting

Spring concert
Wednesday 5 April

Around the school

Notices
Attendance
Attendance figures to 8 February 2017
against our target of 96% are:

Update from the Senior 5

Whole school:

95.3%

It has been a fairly quiet term thus far for the Senior 5 after an eventful
winter term, but we are still working hard with various projects and tasks
which are listed below.

Years 7-11:

94.7%

International Sporting Honours Board

Years 12-13:

97.2%

In November, the Senior 5 began plans to introduce the 'International
Sporting Honours' board and we are proud to say that this term it will be
going up in Bader Bistro. This board aims to recognise the sporting
achievements of students at the highest level.

If a student is too ill to attend school,
parents should make contact via phone
or email as early as possible on each day
of absence.
Medical appointments should, wherever
possible, be made outside school hours.
If a student does need to attend an
appointment in school time, a written
note should be provided as proof.
Students should sign in/out of school at
Bader Reception.
If a student is attending a routine
hospital or doctor’s appointment, we
would expect to see them in school for
part of the day.
For safeguarding purposes, we must
receive communication from home
regarding any absence - this will also
ensure that students receive the correct
attendance mark.
Telephone: 01543 255714 (option 3)
Email: attendance@kingedwardivlichfield.staffs.sch.uk
Our full Attendance Policy, including the
Leave of Absence Request Form is
available on the website.

School bulletin
Don’t forget to check out our new look
school bulletin. The bulletin is published
online every Monday and includes
upcoming news for the week ahead as
well as details of extra curricular clubs.

If you have represented your nation in an international sporting event in this Senior 5 (l-r): Daniel Slater, Harry Yates, Ben
academic year, please get in contact with the Senior 5 via
Abell, Saona Tomlinson, Katie Haber
senior5@kingedwardvi-lichfield.staffs.sch.uk.
Prefects
We are delighted to inform you that a new prefect team has been installed and they have settled well into their new
roles. As we move further into 2017, it is nearly time for a new Senior 5 and we are looking forward to the Senior 5
hustings on the 6th of March.
The Leavers' ball
It still seems beyond belief that in four months the Year 13s will be leaving King Edward VI School. Although I am in denial
that June is just around the corner, the Senior 5 are endeavouring to organise a final send off to remember. We are doing
all we can this term to organise the leavers' ball so we can concentrate on our studies during our exam period.
We hope for another successful half term. I am looking forward to introducing the new Senior 5 next time I write.
Ben Abell
School Captain on behalf of the Senior 5

LRC’s getting ready for World Book Day

Catering achievement

With World Book Day approaching on 2 March, the
LRC has already lined up some events to mark the
20th anniversary of World Book Day.

Bader and Q Block canteens have been
rated 5/5 following a Food Hygiene
Inspection by Lichfield District Council. A
food safety officer inspected the canteens last to check that
we met the requirements of food hygiene law. At the
inspection, the officer checked:

Author Miriam Halahmy will be visiting the school
on Wednesday 1 March to work with our Book Club
and do a Year 8 lesson.
There will be free £1 book tokens for everyone as
well as the Design a National Book Token
Competition.

•how hygienically the food is handled – how it is prepared,
cooked, re-heated, cooled and stored
•the condition of the
structure of the
buildings – the
cleanliness, layout,
lighting, ventilation and
other facilities.

Finally, the LRC will be running a ‘dress a potato as
a book character’ event ….
Keep an eye out in the Weekly Bulletin to find out
more about the various events planned.

The Bader team

Letters to home
We publish all letter sent home via pupil
post on our website—make sure you
check the ‘Letters to parents’ page on a
regular basis.

The hygiene standards
were then rated on a
scale. At the top of the
scale is ‘5’ – this means
the hygiene standards
are very good.
You can read more
about our score on the
Rate My Place website.

The Q Block team

Around the school
PTA Race Night

Languages news

Holocaust projects in History

The PTA Race Night was held in February, with
around 100 guests taking part in the event.
The event was a huge success, raising £1,200
for the school. Thanks to the PTA for their
tireless
work, Mrs
Knight for
the catering
and all
those who
supported
Sixth formers enjoying the Race
the

Language Club continues to go from strength
to strength, with students busy preparing
letters for their French and German pen pals.

A group of Y10 and Y11 History students
marked Holocaust Memorial Day on Friday 27
January by watching a webcast from the
Holocaust Educational Trust, featuring a
deeply moving survivor testimony from Mala
Tribich. More than 500 schools joined in the
webcast, making it one of the largest
Holocaust memorial events in the world.

ICT update
This half term, Y8 have been acting as
‘Imagineers’, researching and designing a new
theme park ride that to appeal to the public.
They have been using Scratch software to
create a ride simulation to showcase how the
ride would run.
Y7 continue their technology rotation focusing
on E-Safety, with Y9 creating an App for the
Sea Life Centre in Birmingham.
Y10 and 11 continue their ITQ exams and
iMedia coursework and Y12 students continue
with their knowledge and understanding for
their forthcoming exams in May.
Y13 have produced some fantastic animations
for their Cambridge Technicals coursework
with a special appearance from
MincePiederman!

New shed for King’s Hill House
As part of a recent successful ASDAN grant,
staff and students purchased a new garden
shed for King’s Hill House. The shed will store
gardening equipment which the students will
use to maintain the King’s Hill House garden as
well as
growing
plants and
vegetables.
Everyone’s
now just
looking
forward to
some
Students outside the new shed
better
weather to enjoy some time outside!

Later this term, participants in the German
Exchange (a joint venture with CTTC) will be
welcoming back their partners and, at Easter,
Y12 French students will be heading off to
Limoges to meet their exchange partners for
the first time as part of the County exchange
programme.
Y11 are on the home stretch for their final CAs
this term. Intervention sessions for listening
and reading are also underway, and extra
practice can be gained on the zut (French) and
gut (German) websites for both skills.
Y12 and 13 are benefitting from extra French
speaking sessions with volunteers Sylvie and
Charlotte - we are very grateful to them for
the time which they are giving to our pupils.

Geography
Preparations are underway for the Iceland trip
in July—the visit will allow students to
experience
many of the
landscapes
discussed in
KS3/KS4
geography
first hand.
Geography Club students from Y7-9
Y12s are
also looking forward to a trip to the Lake
District in April.
Geography Club continues to be popular—as
the picture above shows! Thursday lunchtimes
in Week 1 .

St Giles Hospice donation
A huge thank you
to all the students
who took part in
our Christmas
Jumper Day at the
end of last term we raised an
incredible £1,000
for St Giles Hospice.

At the end of January, four Y13 students
visited Auschwitz. The students (Jamie Fennell,
Alys Webb, Peter Skerritt and Beth Sealey)
were excellent ambassadors for our school,
with Jamie Fennell also performing a reading
of a poem in front of more than 200 people
during a memorial service at Birkenau. The day
was both physically and emotionally draining
for the students but was a hugely rewarding
and unforgettable visit.
Y9 created some Holocaust memorials as part
of a peer-assessed project – students were
asked to think about where they would place
the memorial and the inspiration behind it.

A selection of the Y9 Holocaust memorials

King Edward VI alumni
Many congratulations to former students Beth
Cobden, who represented England netball in
February, and Craig Maxwell-Keys, who was
the touch judge in the recent Wales v Italy six
nations match.

Sports Results
Netball

Cross Country

Badminton

Y7 v Friary 20-0 (W)

The following students were selected for the
District Cross Country Team and competed for the
Cannock and District team at the County Schools
Cross Country Championships.

Staffordshire Schools County Badminton Finals –
U14 Girls reached the Final.

Y7 Girls: Sian Duval, Emily Pearce, Lily Williams,
Imogen Mulligan

Hockey

Y7 v Chase Terrace 23-1 (W)
y7A v Netherstowe 7- 1 (W)
Y7A v Hart School 22 – 1 (W)
Y7B v Netherstowe 10 -1 (W)
Y7 v Cardinal Griffin 11 -4 (W)
Y8 v Friary 25-0 (W)
Y8 v Chase Terrace 29-0 (W)
Y8 v Cardinal Griffin 8 – 7 (W)
Y9 v Arthur Terry 22 - 12 (L)
Y9 v Cardinal Griffin 31 – 16 (W)
Y9A v Chase Terrace 25 – 8 (W)

Y7 Boys: Daniel Tole, Jasper Dale
Y8/Y9 Girls: Ella Semple, Lucy Semple

King Edward VI entered two U13 teams into a
local district competition playing against Friary,
Erasmus Darwin Academy, Kingsmead and
Lichfield Cathedral School, winning 5 games.

Y8/Y9 Boys: Ben Edwards, Luke Armstrong
Y10/11 Girls: Alice Matthews
Y10/11 Boys: Marcus Holmes, Tom Holloway,
Lewis Duval
Well done to Sian Duval (Y7) and Ella Semple (Y9)
who both came first in their respective races.

Y9B v Chase Terrace 7-4 (W)

Basketball
Y10 v Kingsmead 43 - 12 (W)
Y11 v Kingsmead 12 -2 (W)
Y11 v EDA 67 – 23 (L)
Y11 v Cardinal Griffin 63 – 49 (L)

Y10 v Cardinal Griffin 15 – 13 (W)

District Handball Competition

Rugby

We entered a team from Y9 into a District
Handball competition in January— a great event
and our first experience of competitive Handball.

Y7 v Rawlett 30- 10 (W)

Football
Congratulations to our U14 boys football team
who won the league playoff final - this secures

Y8 v Rawlett 4 tries to 3 (W)
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