
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

9 October 2015 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 

 
GCSE Business Studies 
Controlled Assessment - 2015/16 

 
Currently in Business Studies lessons students are being guided through the requirements 
of their controlled assessment task which accounts for 25% of their final Business 
Studies GCSE. Given how important the controlled assessment task is to the final 
achievement of your son / daughter in their Business Studies GCSE I felt it was important 
that you are made aware of the nature of the controlled assessment task, the timeframe 
for completion, and the support that is (and can be) provided. In addition I have also 
attached the following: 
 

 guidance as to the specific nature of controlled assessment for Business Studies 

 a student “Q&A” on controlled assessment 

 the question students will need to answer this year 

 the assessment criteria for the marking of controlled assessment 
 

which I hope will help you to understand the work your son / daughter is currently 
undertaking and allow you to support them during this part of their GCSE. 
 
 

1. The Controlled Assessment task 
 

Controlled assessment requires students to carry out research to enable them to answer a 
specific business question focused around a “small” business of their choice. Once the 
research has been gathered students are then required to analyse the data collected and 
use the data and their analysis to make a justified recommendation to answer their 
question.  
 

The examboard set specific limits on the amount of time students are allowed to carry out 
research (approx. 6 hours) and for the write up (max. 3 hours) and also on the access 
students are allowed to their research once they start their write-up - ie. students are 
allowed to have access to their research during the write-up but between write-up sessions 
all research must be kept in a “research folder” which must be held in locked storage at 
school and no further research can be added to the folder once the write-up begins. 
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2. Timeframe for completion 
 

Students start the research element of their controlled assessment in the last three weeks 
of half-term and the write-up element will be undertaken in lesson time immediately after 
the October half term. 
 

Please note – Business Studies controlled assessment can only be attempted once 
 
3. Support and assistance 
 

A great deal of support and guidance will be given to you son / daughter in their business 
studies lessons by their teacher with each student being provided with: 
 

 a booklet on how to approach the question they have chosen 

 a checklist of what they need to do, and  

 a writing frame on how to approach the final write-up 
 

However, in additional to the above it is also possible that you may be able to provide 
further support to your son / daughter particularly in relation to the research they must 
undertake outside of the classroom. This support and assistance from you may come in 
the form of: 
 

 checking they have carried out a research task each week 

 answering questionnaires or interviews for them (this is especially the case if you 
are a customer of the business they are researching or they are looking to use a 
family business as the focus of their controlled assessment task) 

 reviewing the work they have produced and making suggestions as to how it might 
be improved. 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE -  
 

Given the nature of controlled assessment it is important that students do not miss 
any lessons during this time as there is limited opportunity for lost time to be made 
up. In addition as controlled assessment is part of the student’s final GCSE, all 
research to be included in the students' research folder must be their own work and 
must also be clearly referenced / sourced. Any work included in the research folder 
that is not the students’ own work will be removed from the folder and could result 
in expulsion from the GCSE if the offence was deemed sufficiently severe. 
 

 
I trust the above, together with the attachments, provide you with the information you 
require to support the work your son / daughter will be undertaking for their controlled 
assessment task in business studies, however if you would like to find out more you may 
wish to go to the Edexcel website (course code 2BS01), or alternatively please do not 
hesitate to contact your son / daughters’ Business Studies teacher. 
 
 

With kind regards 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr C Rossin 
Head of Business, Economics & Accounting 


